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Hon. A. SANDERSON: I regret exceed-
ingly that the Westrajian Farmers Ltd.
have made use of political influence to
exercise a lever in Parliament.

Hon. G. W. Mfiles: You cannot blame the
firm.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I have a high re-
gard for the co-operative movement andl for
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. so far as that
institution represents the co-operative
movement. The chief blame rests not
upon the firin but upon Parliament.
Every step that we take now makes
the position more difficult to rectify in
the future. Some bll. member sai4l it
was too late to make an alteration now.
There is. very little in that argnment-
The men in these big comnmercial institu-
tions are pretty shrewd, and their one object
is to put themselves in a strong financial
position. They- see clearly that unless they
get tile pull of the lever in Parliament their
interests will stiffer. These big corporations,
using tile influence of Parliament te, put cash
in their own pockets, constitut' tin one big
danger in Australia to-day. The salvation
of the public lies fin free open competition
with the State impartially holding the scales
between the various sections of the commun-
ity. Since in this we cannot have open come-
petition with the State standing aloof, we
have to judge between these big corporations
and the Labour ideal, in which the State it-
self handles these mnatters. As yet the West-
ralian Farmners Ltd. are not a gigantic cor-
poration, and have not their claws very
deeply into this, country.

Hon,. 0. W. Mfiles: Are they not a politi-
cal corporation?

Ilon. A. SANDERSON: It depends npon
the light fin which we regard them,. I have
no time for Govertnent iinstitutions, but I
greatly prefer then, to the building uip of'
gigantic corporations with a pull iii Parlia-
ment. If thle Government and the Country
Party- are going to force these cerporations
upon l's, they will be fought to a finish.
The only course open. to the people is to join
forces with the Labour Party, wvho unlike
these big corporations, are working for the
masses, unswayed by any consideration of
putting money, into their own pckets.

Ho .R. . ARDAGH: I morve-
*That the Committee do now divide.

Motion Putl and1 passed.
-' ,,endnirnt ful and a division taken with,

the following result:-

Ayes --

Majority against

AYES.
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon.
Hon. J. W. Kirwan Hon.
Hon. A. Lovekln Hon.
Hon. G. W. Mile.s

TF.
A-
J.

12

5

Moore
Sanderson
W. Hiekey

(Teller.)

Bon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.'
Hon.

Hon.

R.
C.
H.
V.

B.

0. Ardagh
F. Baxter
P. Colebatob
Hame rein'
H. Harris

Os a.
Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. E. Rose
lion. A. J. H. Saw
Ho..SirE. H. Wittenoomn
Hon. C. McKenzie

(TeUer.)

Anmendnment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Progress reported.

RESOLUTION-STATE FOREST DEDI-
CATION, REVOCATION.

Assembly Is Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting the Council's concurrence in
the followving resolution:-' 'That the pro-
p~osal of His Excelency the Governor for the
partial revocation of the dedication of State
Forest No. 5 be carried out.''

House adjourned at 11.25 p.m.

egislative Esernblp,
W~edn~esday, 19th. October, 1921.

Questions: Parliamentary Tour of the South-West
OIl Prospectl Amu re................
Avon, Valley Lands, utnd............

Motion : State Forest Dedlecation, revocation..
BlsStmreport ................ ...

Aucones,. report .. .. .. ..
Constitution Act Ameendmenit, report ..
Architects, Z2t, Coaln............... ...

Annual Esthmates: General Debate .. ..

The SPERAKER took the Chair
p.m., and read prayers.

1328
1329
1329
1329
1328
1320

at 4.30

QUESTION-PARLIAMENTARY TOUR
OF THE SOUTH-WEST.

'Mr. A. THOMSON asked the Premier: 1,
Is it the intention of the Government to de-
fray the whole of the expenses of members of
Parliamient making the proposed tour of the
South-WNest? 2, 'What is tfile estimated cost
of provisions, attendants, railway and motor
cars necessary? 3, Owing to the state of the
finances, is it wise to incur this expendituref

The PREMNIER replied: 1, No. The Gov-
emninent will provide transit, meals, and ac-
commnodation only. 2, This cannot be deter-
mined until the number intending to travel is
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ascertained. 3, Yes. Inprovement of the
financial position of the State depends largely
upon the development of our magnificent re-
sources, and nmore particularly our agricul-
tural lands. This tour is designed to afford
members first hand information regarding the
South-West, which is considered necessary, as
members will be asked to vote money for its
development, and possibly pass legislation
dealing with the settlement of land adjacent
to railways. A similar trip to the wheat belt
lnst year resulted in great advantage to the
State, and more particularly to the wheat
growers.

QUESTION-OR1 PROSPECTING AREAS.
Mrs. COWAN asked the Minister for

Mines: 1, Has he seen the map published
in the last issue of the ''Sunday Times''
which discloses that the whole of the State
has been taken up for oil prospecting pur-
poses? 2, Was it contemplated when the
Mining Act Amendment Act was passed last
year that such enormous ti-acts of country
should be taken up by single individuals? 3,
Is £5 per annumn the total revenue that the
State is deriving from the granting of each
of these enormous leases? 4, Apart from
Freney and Oakces and one or two other names
of leaseholders that are known to be genuine,
will he informi the House: (a) who the other
licensees are, (b) what proof he has of their
bona fides, and (c) whether it is true, as
many of them have declared, that they have
taken up these areas for speculative purposes
only? 5, If all the applicants are bona fide,
how will, say, A. J. Mellor, who holds a lease
in the most inaccessible part of the State,
be able to comply with the conditions to com-
mence and continue the search for oil within
30 days?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
The mnap published by the ''Sunday Times''
shows areas applied for, which embrace the
whole of the State, but several of these ap-
plications have not yet been dealt with. See
further reply to question No. 2. 2, Yes.
Large areas are necessary when making in-
vestigations regarding the possibility of the
occurrence of oil, and such areas are only
available under a license to prospect. The
policy of the department, however, is to limit
the area where it is reasonably accessible,
and as an instance it is not intended to grant
thle application as applied for and shown on
thle map referred to as O.P.A 31 and O.P.A.
363, each of which will require to be divided
into at least six separate areas. As a further
instance of this policy will the hion. member
compare the sizes of the licenses granted in
the South-West which is easily accessible, with
those in the balance of the State, which is not
a,, acessible. Further, as a precaution against
the shepherdlini of large area,, the condition,
of the license under Regulation 25b, para-
graph (e), provide for ''cancellation by the
Minister, or to amendment of the description
of the occupied land by reduction of the area

thereof by the 'Minister upon application by
:iny* person for a license to occupy any portion
of the land occupied by a licensee if prospect-
ing thereon by the licensee is not being car-
ried out to the satisfaction of the Minister.''
:3, Yes. This is only a registration fee and is
not intended as a method of obtaining rev-
enue, our anxiety being in the direction of
enabling and assisting in die. discovery of
oil. When such is found in payable quantities
a lease must be taken up in lieu of the permit,
and the provision as to payment of royalty
when oil is discovered will satisfy our anxiety
in regard to revenue. 4, 1 am unable to ans-
wer this question in the form it is submitted
by the lion. member for it infers that some of
the applicants are not genuine. So far as
J an. able to ascertain all the applicants are
genuine, and, as a proof of their bona fides,
are required to enter into a bond of 250 as
security for the due performance by the licen-
see or his transferee of the conditions of the
license. With respect to query (g) in the
question under reply, the applicants are as
shown on the map referred to. 5, I am not
in a position to state when or bow Mr. A. J.
Mellor or any other licensee proposes to comn-
mence and to continue the search for oil.
Section 7 of the Mining Act Amendment Act
of 1920 grants me discretionary power to ex-
tend( the time beyond the 30 days mientioned
in the question.

QUESTION-AVON VALLEY, LANDS
UNUSED.

'Mrs. COWAN asked the Premier: 1, Has
hie seen the suggestions by Mr. Surveyor Le.-
froy regarding the acquisition of a consider-'
able area of land in the Avon Valley, which
is not being put to practical use? 2, Is it
his intention to lay upon the Table of the
House the report furnished by Mr. Lefroy,
who conducted the classification on that
large area, which is within seven miles of a
railwvay, and a summary of whose recoin-
mendations is contained in the report of the
Surveyor General presented to this House on
the 27th September?

The PREMTIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, 1
will lay the papers on the Table of the
Hlouse.

MOTION-STATE FOREST DEDICA-
TION, REVOCATION.

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: (Hon. JI.
Scnrldan-Albnny) [4.86]: I move-

That thle proposal of His Excellency the
Governor for the partial revocation of the
dedication of State Forest No. 5 be carried
out.

Yesterday, in accordance with the provisions
or the Forests Act, I laid on thle Table a
proposal bly His Exellency the Governor for
tile partial revocation of the dedication of
State Forest No'. 5. To comply with the Act
it now remaifins for a resolution to be passed
hr iboth Houses of Parliant. Thp position
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i3 very simple. It would appear that some
time ago two locations, Nos. 2716 and 2717,
were leased and financed by the Agricultural
]Bank. Location 2717 has on it a fair quan-
tity of marketable timber, and the Forests.
Department were prepared to take it over.
This was agreed to, but the bank would not
agree to the security being divided, and so
the Forests Department bad to take over
both lots. No. 2716 has no marketable tim-
her whatever on it. There is now an appli-
cant for that block for cultivation, and the
Conservator of Forests has agreed that the
dedication of this, as a State forest, should
be revoked. Therefore, a resolution of both
Houises of Parliament becomes necessary.

Question put and passed.

On motion by the Minister for Mines
ordered-

That the resolution be transmitted by
muessage to the Council and its concurrence
desired therein.

BILLS (3)-REPOET ADOPTED.

1, Stamp.
2, Auctioneers.
3, Constitution Act Amendment.

ANN-UAL ESTIMATES, 192 1-22.

In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the Treasurer's Financial Stateu~ent and omk
the Annual Estimates; Mr. Stubbs in the
Chair.

Vote-Legislative Council, £975:

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) E4.41J: 1
do not suppose there was ever a time i n the
history of the State when the Estimates were
received with graver concern. In the happy
old days of recurring surpluses it must have
been very cheerful for members of Parlia-
moent to euter with zest into the discussion onl
the Estimates, pointing out the disabilities
under which various districts were suffering,
and advocating the carrying out -of necessary
public works. But, after perusing the Esti-
mates before us, I must confess that I ap-
proach their consideration with grave concern.
'r thank the Premier for the mass of inform-
tion lie has given us. The Budget lie pre-
sented was the most informative I have ever
had thle privilege of listening to. I have
searched thvit Budget carefully for a ray of
hope for the betterment of our financial po-
sition, and I regret that I have been unable
to find any such consolation. It seems to me
the Premier, on a careful consideration of
the position, was deserted by the spirit of
optimism for which he is renowned. Indeed, he
has every reasou to feel pese.imistic, and to
view the future with thle deepest~ concern. He
prefaced his speech by stating that probably
tine committee would want to fcnow whly his

estimate had failed. Last year hie estimated
a deficiency of £309,000, but the actual de-
ficiency was £680,726. He went on to say
that this was due entirely to public utilities
and strikes. There is a certain amount of
truth in the statement that even the Country
Party has some -responsibility in the matter
as well as the Labour Party. The Premier
emphasised the fact that the increased expen-
diture on wages and salaries came to £824,
750. He hoped the Committee would re-
member that was the result not of admin-
istration, but of awards which had been given
by the Arbitration Court and by the reclassi-
fication board which the Government had ap-
pointed. One is forced to the conclusion that
government is entirely taken out of the hands
of those who arc supposed to guard the public
purse. This large expenditure of £9824,000
has been forced upon the Government by 'Mr.
Justice Northmore and others. We see from
the paper every day that responsible officers
are appearing before the Public Service tri-
bunal stating that Mr. so-and-so is entitled
to higher remuneration than be is now re-
ceiving. I have no objection to people receiv-
ing adequate remuneration for their services,
but it must greatly concarn the administra-
tion to have responsible heads of departments
advocating that higher salaries should be
paid in Government positions.

Mr. Tray: It is a case of "'you scratch my
back and I will scratch yours."

iXYr. A. THOMSON: The hon, member has
takeij the words out of my mouth. They
say ''If I can get your salaries raised, natuir-
ally I shall receive an increase also.'' Min-
isters, who are alleged to be responsible for
the affairs of State, are not getting that
loyal support from their official heads to
which they are jostly entitled. I cannot con-
gratulate the Government upon the appoint-
nment of Mr. Munt as Assistant Public Ser-
vice Comumissioner. In thes times we are sup-
posed to be economising and the appoint-
ment strikes me as strange. Evidently
Ministers considered that it was in
the interests of administration, and they bad
some idea of having an assistant public ser-
vice commissioner who would see that the
recommendations of Mr. Miller and MtQ.
Mont, so far as reformin the service was
concerned, were put into effct. If many pri-
vate firms were run on the same lines as
seine Government depprtments thevi would
soon be in the insolvency court. -'hat is
where we are trending unless some attempt
is made to stem the tide. I regard the ap-
pointment of Mr. Mont as unnecessary.
Members have been circularised by the. union
of which Mr. Stevens is secretary, setting
out that that union proposes to test the valid-
ity of the appointment. Members of that
union are apparently not prepared to give
loyal support to the Government. Evidently
officers of departments do not approve of
the appointment. They think the appoint-
meat should have been made by seniority.
The sooner we abolish that system the bet-
ter.
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lion. W, C. Angwin: That is not the law
'low.

Mr. A. TIIOMSON: It is not the law, but
custom1 very often establishes a principle
whien it is against the law. The hon. mew-
lper has been a Minister himuself, and can
speak with considerable experience. N o
doubt when lie was Minister for Works he
often wished lie had the privilege of a pri-
vate employer, so as to he able to replace
certain ornt-ers by others who would do more
efficient work,

The 'Minister for Mines: Be could not do
that.

Mr. A. THOMASON: That is one of the
ditbtilties facing thle Government, aed which
also faces private members.

Ilon. W. C. Angwin: In making appoint-
inents you have 'to take mierit as well as

senliority into ac-count.
Mr. A. THOMSON- That dtoes not alwvays

count.
The Minister for Mfines: The trouble is to

judge of thme mnerit between, say, two offi-
cers.

Mr. A. TI{OMS4ON: T have no desire to
e-nst any reflection on departmental officers,
but very often when a inan has arrived at a
Certain position of responsibility hoe will not
revontinenl aqmil for promotion who is
likely to) endanger his own position. T may be
accused of taking my position as mnember
for Katanknin~g too seriously, but I do say it
requires a greater spirit of optimism than I
have to calmnly view an accumulated deficit
of VI)ill. This Committee should lead
the way in time umatter. The country is anxi-
ously waiting to know how long the present
drift will coutinne. I do not think it is
within the power of any mian to square the
finan-es. at once. It will take a long time,
and it will be a painful process of what I
may term regenieration. As a private mem-
her I cannot accept tile responsibility of
the present position as enlnilY, as the Gay-
erunment appecar to do.

Mr, Davies: You must do so.'
Mr. A. THOMSON: T will not accept it.

Members should be p~replared1 to stand solidly
behind the oavermnent and let them know
th at dlcpite the fact that privileges and
facilities mmv lie taken away front us we will
give the Governiment the suipport nlece'ssary
in these times or make room for others who
will do so. Thle late mentber for Perth, Mr.
Pikingtom, when lie *entered this Chamber
5ollle three yearJS a go, said that drastic re-
trenchment 'was rePquired. T stated at the
time it was not in the interests of Western
Australia to adlopt the method of drastic re-
trenchment adlvocatedl b v him. We have
arrived at the stag.e when we will have to
seriously eansider the position of the State's
finances,. A. liviate person may hlave been
aceustonned to buy- three suits of clothes a
year, hut when he finds his% income is re-
stricterd he- is compelled to purchase only one
suit in the Year. That argument can be ap-
pliedl with equal force to the State's finsamces.
The Leader of time Opposition said last night
we lund arrived at the stage wvhen stern snd

severe economy was called for; whem we will
have to do that which will hurt, that Iva~
must discontinue living beyond our umeaus,
and that cononmy will have to be practised.
.Later onl I intend to move in a direction in
which I hope to get the support of mem-
hers, so that they mnay show the sincerity of
their desire to effect much needed economies.
This will also show people that thme Govern-
meat. are mnaking an endeavour to balance
the ledger. The Premier stated that after
this year we should endeavour to reduce our
deficit at the rate of £100010 iier annum.
Why should we wait until after this year?
There is no time like the present.

lIon. W. ('. Angn-in: Hfe is reduing it this
yea r.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 'Not according to my
figures.

iou. W. C. Aulgnill: I am taking the Prne-
iner's figures.

MrI. A. THOMSON: He estimnates a deficit
of £570,000.

Hon. W. C. Angirin : That is £100,000 less
than last year.

Mr. A. THO'MSON: His previous year's
estimate was £399,000, and it actually was
£E680,000.

The Premier: There were good reasons for
that.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I admit that,
Hon. WV. C. Angwim: I do not.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The Government have

not exercised tile eonomy- which should -have
been exercised iii a great many ways. Is it
not time that thle Committee directed Cabinet
that unless some apparent effort was made
to stup this appalling financial. drift they
usmt make room for others who hare the

courage of their convictions, aud do those
things which are unpleasant and which hurt,
and] thus risk unpopularity? It does not mat-
ter if these steps do mean depriving people
of certain privileges and facilities they now
enjoy.

Thle Premier: Yon Mean the takiug away
of the station-master from Broomemitl.

MVr. A. THOMSON: I will admit. that the
Commissioner for Railways has seen fir to
close the old-established station of Broame-
hill, one of the oldest towns oi the Great
Southern line, a town, too, -which boasts of
a large hotel, quite a number of' shops, two
large stores, and a generally prosperous
coummunity. The Commissioner considers,
of course, that this is omme of time economies
it is possible to effect, but I wish to show
how thle people in my district view thle
matter. I would niot bha-e referred to it
but for the interjection of the Premier.
The people at H3roamc Hill cannot help
drnawing comparisons between their towo
and (7rnbrook, where there is a tminmhle-
down hotel, a somall store, a travelling
hawvker, and hslf-n-dozen houses. At ('mu-
brook the station-master is retained. I hare
suffered. a good deal politically by some of
tile actions of time Commissioner of Rail.
Ways in his ,desire to effect economies, bmt
I hare advised the people that they may
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have yet to put up with greater hardships
than having two or three railway officials
removed from their particular centre. It
is essential that economies should be
erfected, and if the Commissioner, after
giving due deliberation to the matter, con-
siders that economies are capable of being
effected in certain directions, I shall not
in terfere. Thle alternative which has bees
put up by the Commissioner is that if the
people at Broome Hill are prepared to pay
to the extent of £200 per annum, the Rail-
-way Department will reinstate the station-
master,

Hon. Wv. C. Angwin: Have they left the
station buildings standing?

Air. A. THOMSON: There are not many
there.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: At East Fremnantle
they shifted the whole blooming lot.

Mr. A. THOMSON; The station at East
Fremnantle was for the convenience of
passengers only, but by reducing the status
of a town like B~roome Hill, serious harm is
done by affecting the value of property.'
However, as I have said, I wouldI not have
referred to the subject but for the interjec-
tion of the Premier. The Government will
have to face the existing position seriously,
even to the extent of making themselves
unpopuilar by perhaps having to take away
-facilities and privileges enjoyed by the
public, and those in Governient emnploy.
meat. I do the present Administration the
justice to say that I honestly believe they
are prepared to take those steps provided
they get a mandate from this House.

The Premier: We do not want it.
Mr. A. THOMSON; Then why does not

the Premier effect the economies which are
necessary?

The Premier: We are doing so.
Mr. A. THOMSONLI: When I sat on the

Opposition bench, I heard the Premier and
other gentlemen who were also on that side
telling those who were on the Treasury
bench that what was required of them was
business acumen.

The Premier: You never heard me say
that in the whole of your life.

Ron. W. C. Aingwin: The member for
Katanning did a good deal of that himself.

Mr. A. THOMSON. I admit that. I have
been bitterly disappointed with the results
and I am quiite justified in saying that the
-country is also disappointed. When tho
change over was made the country looked
for some tangible result.

Mr. Troy: And the country is, still loolk-
ing, after five years. I thought the Gov-
erment had given it up as a hopeless job.

'Mr. A. THOMNSON: Then God help the
country! We cannot continue as we are
doing. We have appeal courts and railway
employees and others asking for increased
wages. I am afraid there will be a serious
,awakening. Whilst I accept thle Premier's
sincerity in his Estimates, wherein he sefs
out that the deficit this year will amount
to £571,000, I am not prepared to accept

that estimate with the confidence, that I
should like, I feel that the times which
are ahead of this State will not justify the
Premier's optimism. . f the present condi-
tion of affairs continues, instead of having
a deficit of £570,000 it will probably be
nearer £750,000. That is easy to arrive at.
We have only to take the position as re-
gards the price of wheat. We know there
has been anl abnormal drop. W saw in
the Press that a drop of twopence a bushel
means a loss to the Commonwealth of one
mnillion pouds and that the present reduced
price means 71/ millions. I know from the
knowledge I possess of my district that,
from the average which is likely to he
obtained, and the price we are likely to
get, there will not be too many farmers in
the happy position of being able to pay
income tar next season. True, they will
have to pay land tax but that, after all, is
a very small amount. Therefore I say
candidly that the Premier is more optim-
istic. than I am if he considers that be will
receive the same amount of money from
taxation this year as he received last year.
The Premier anticipates receiving £la1,000
by amending the Licensing Act, and -it is
gratifying to know that there is such an
avenue which can be taxed. I hope that
the ]Premier's deficit will be less, but un-
less different methods are adopted than
have been. in existence during the last two
or three years, my estimate of the deficit
will be closer to the mark than his.' If my
figures are Correct, we shall exceed lastc
year's figures in connection with Govern-
mnt utilities by £E377,779. It is reason-
able to assume that an endeavour should
be made to keep the figures down to those
of lest year.

The Premier: Expenditure is largely in
connection with public utilities.

'Mr. A. THOMSON: I recognise that fact.
I am not dealing with those that come
under special Acts of Parliament; I ani
only dealing with those that conic under
the purview of this Committee. We should
at least make an attempt to keep the
figures down to those of last year.

The Premier: They are less.
Mr. A. THO'MSON: The total does not

show it. Last year the total estimated ex-
penditure on public utilities was estimatedl
at £4,568,988, and this year the estimate
is £4,946,767. 1 am not administering
tile departments and probably I ani not
awvare of the difficulties facing 'Ministers,
but I have no doubt each 'Minister wilt
tell us that the expenditure in each
department hus been cut down to the
hone. That may be so, but the figures
which have been submitted by the Premier
give one grave cause for concern. I was
struck by the remarks of the Premier when
he said that a, good deal of the expenditure
was what lie described as domestic, that is
to say, educational, mnedical, public health,
pollee, gaols, lunacy, charity, and aborigines,
and that these departments would require
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£1,110,760, while the revenue they would
produce, would be £76,289. The Premier
told us that from taxation he expects to get
£1,033,000, or a total of £1,109,289. That
is an appalling position for any country to
be in, and I think it calls for some effort to
he made to rectify that position. I have no
intention of dissecting the various depart-
ments.

The Premier: The expenditure aUl goes in
education and medical works.

.Mr. A. THOMSON: That is so, but it is
appalling to- think that the whole of the
money raised by taxation and the whole of
the revenue raised by these departments 'I
have referred to, have been swallowed
up and a deficit left. To mec it is
astounding, and I take this opportunity
of congratulating the Premier upon drawing
attention to this State of affairs. I have
already indicated that I have no intention
of dissecting the mass of figures presented
to the Committee by the Premier. I do not
think an ordinary private member can follow
figures of such a nature when. we find, on
turning to the annual report of the Auditor
General for the financial year ended 80th
June, 1919, that on page 10 he says--

Without a dissetion of the whole of the
entries for the year against the appropria-
tion "Advance to Treasurer" it'is not'
possible to say how much of the £400,000
provided by Parliament was used. The
returns do not give the information and
the book-keeping system does not provide
for marshalling all charges in a convenient
manner against the appropriation.
Hon. W. C. Angw in: Hare we his latest

report before us?
Mr. A. THOMSON: It was laid on the

Table of the House last night. Ia the Au-
ditor General's report for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1920, exactly the same
statement appears on page 12.

The Premier:- When did he. say thatI
Mr. A. THOMSON: That appears in his

reports for the financial years 1919 and
1920.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We used to give re-
turns even for the State ships.

Mr. A. THOMSON:. I am dealing with
the present position and not the past, and
when we find that the Auditor General in the
two succeeding years makes the statement
that he, as Auditor General, is not able to
follow the return;, how. can any private
member assimilate the mass of figures
placed before the Chamber? It cannot rea-
sonably he expected that he should do so.
I cannot go into the separate items supplied
by the Premier, but it is time we secured a
business expert to go through our depart-
ments. I am not blaming the present Pre-
mier or the present administration for the
condition of affairs as we find it to-day.
The system is one that has grown up with
the departments.

The Premier:. Ta addition to that, it is in
accordance with an Act of Parliament. If

you desire to get over that difficulty, it will
involve anl amendmtent of that Act.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is so, but it
must be realised that no business man would
accept such a statement as that which we
have received from the Auditor General inl
the two reports I have referred to, withott
looking round for a new manager for the
department who could not supply the infor-
mation desired.

Eon. W. C. Angwin: In such circumstances
there is no option for you but to vote against
the Government.

Mr. A. THOM-1SON: We recognise that
the Government are in control anul are mor-
ally' responsible for the present financial
position.

The Premnier: Were we responsible for
the war?

Mr. A. THOM1SON:. I do not say the
Government were responsible f or the war, nor
yet that they ar-c responsible for the whole
of the deficit.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are responsible
for four millions of it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: so far as I am able
to judge, successive Governments have not
paid that attentlion to economy that we would
desire, particularly in view of the abnormal
times and the abnormal amuount of money the

*State is spending. We waut a business ex-
pert to investigate the various departments
to see whether more up-to-date business
methods can be -introduced.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It is not so long
ago that McGibbon went through the Gov-
erment depart ments. That should satisfy
you.

Mr. Mann: Gan you run a Government de-
partment on the same lines as a private bus-
iness?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have never been in
charge of a Government department and I
cannot say whether it is possible or not.
The Auditor General, however, says that
we are not getting the information we
should receive and it is impossible for hint
to check the figures, and that our book-
keeping system is wrong. There is a direct
mandate front the Auditor Genera], and if
the Committee are not prepared to act
upon it, we will be lacking inl our duty.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Has he shown how the
system should be altered?

Mr. A. THOM,%SON: No, hut if a report
such as he has presented to the House were
presented to me in. connection with my own
business I would ask what steps could be
taken to obviate the repetition of suich a
report, and how the book-keeping system
could best be altered. A honk-keeping sys-
temi which can be condemined by our Auditor
General, should warrant the attention of
members, and this matter should be taken
into consideration seriously.

Mi. Teesdale: Js it not time that we re-
ceived some suggestions from the Auditor
General? He has been there long enough to
give us some of his ideas on the subject.
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Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not know that
we have any such suggestions.

Mr. Teesdale: It has become an obsession
with him.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not agree with
that statement. The Auditor General is there
to carry out his duty.

Mr. Teesdale: He is there to make sugges-
tions as well.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is for the Auditor
General to make his report and for those in
authority to have regar~d to his report and
statements and, if necessary, to amend the
existing Act so as to get over the difficulty.
Why should we not amend the existing legis-
lation? Why should we not alter the Sys-
temI If we are not getting what we are
entitled to under our existing system is it any
wonder that we are in our present parlous
condition? In such circumstances we would
be justified in getting a private business ex-
pert to go through the Government depart-
nients and make a report to the Government.
It is the common practice in other parts of
the world in connection with large business
houses to have en expert investigate the sys-
tem in operation and by this means
thousands of pounds have been saved. If
such a step were taken in connection with
Government departments, in all probability
a much better system would be evolved
and the ultimate result would be the more
economical working of the country's
affairs. Under the existing system two
men sit alongside each other and, instead
of discussing a business matter as would be
the case in an ordinary business house1 one
man writes a minute on the file and hands it
over to the man next to him, who reads it
and adds his quota: "I concur.'' So it goes
right through the whole ramifications of the
service.

The Premier: If you could- do away with
the file system, that would be all right.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If the Country Party
were in charge, they would want to get rid of
the files all right. They would not want to
have anything on record.

Mr. A-. THOMSON: I am not in a position
to say whether it is right or wrong. It is for
the Government to say that in view of the
report, some better system might be adopted
whereby at least the Auditor General would
be able to compile a, more favourable report
and not condemn the book-keeping system
in operation. In ordinary private life, many
a% man lins gone through the Bankruptcy
Court because ho has not known what his
actual position was, owing to no proper set
of books being kept. When the various Votes
are dealt with, I intend to move, not as an
indication of want of confidence in the Gov-
ernment, but as a direction and mandate
from the Committee, that all Votes should be
reduced by 10 per cent. I know that that
is a, very drastic proposal.

Mr. Mann: If that is done, it will amount
to a vote of no confidence.

Mr- A. THOMSON: I do not agree with
that statement.

Mr. Mann: It is always accepted as such.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not think so. It

is not necessary to accept it as a vote of no
cniec, but merely as an indication that

the couintry is looking to Parliament to say
that something must be done to stem the
drift. Such a motion, if carried, would
strengthen the Cabinet in its endeavour to
see that the drift is stopped, and that the
amounts allocated by Parliament shall not
be exceeded.

Mr. Mann: Have not the Government done
that already?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not think the
figures show that they have. We have been
told that there is an estimated deficit of
£570,000 for this year. I do not know any-
thing more than that. I take the assurance
of Ministers that they have cut down the
Votes of their departments to the bone. I
am not going to doubt that statement for one
moment, but I believe that the men in charge
of the various departments have taken good
care to see that they have a little bit up
their sleeves,

The Premier: I do not think so.
Mr. A. THOMSON: As a State we cannot

afford to drift along the present lines indefin.
itely. If the Committee would give a man-
date to the Government, not by way of vote
of no confidence-

The Premier: You cannot get away from
that if you move in such a direction.

MUr. A. THOMSON: If the Committee
agree to a 10 per cent. reduction being made
-and 11 see no reason why it should not be
carried as an earnest of their desire to see
economy practised-I do not see that it should
be taken as a vote of no confidence in the
Government: The Leader of the Opposition
said that economy must be effected.

The Premier: Hofw would you rectify the
education vote? By closing the schools?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I knew that whip
would be held over the heads of the Country
Party.

The Premier: I urnl net cracking any whip
at -ill.' I am simply asking you a question.

Mr., A. THOMSON: I expected that it
would be stated that if such a reduction were
made it would be at the expense of the
country school;, which would have to be
closed.

The Premier: I made no such threat. . I
merely asked you how it could be done.

Mr. A. THOMSONY: I do not know, but 1
kno*t we are splending more than we can
afford. I ant only using the Premier's own
statements that the Whole of the taxation
and the whole of the -revenue from the various
departments is swallowed in the cost of what
he cnlls domestic expenditure, and we are
faced with a deficit under that heading.

-The Premier: The loss is really in connec-
tion with the public utilities which you have
not touched yet.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 11 wiUl pkobably deal
with themr at a later stage. I ami voicing my
own views.
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Mr. Mann: Are they the views of your
party?

Mr. A.. THOMSON: I am speaking for
myself. I have not discussed the matter with
my party and they are at liberty to speak as
they think fit. I was returned to this Par-
liament pledged to economy.

Him. IV. C. Angwin: The conference said
that, you know.

Mr A hO SN-Iwould remind thle
hon. member that the election took place be-
fore the conference was held.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: The conference said
it also.

Mr. A. THOMSON: When T faced my
electors, I said that economy would have to
be effected. I am returned here pledged to
secure economy. The conference must have
exercised judgment and good sense in also
stressing the need for economy.

The Premier: Everyone agrees that we
want economy.

Mir. A. THOMSON: I am pleased to hear
that statement. If the Premier holds that
view, be should be prepared to accept the
proposals I intend to make when the various
divisions are before the Committee.

The Premier:. If you take 10 per cent. off
the railways, what will happen?

MKr. A. THOMSO'N: I believe a saving
could be effected in the railways very easily.
In reply to an interjection made by the meuj-
her for North-East Fremantle, the Premier
stated that the amount of money directly
under the control of Ministers was three
million pounds.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is all under the
control of Mfinisters.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is not, and the
hon. member knows it.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: It is; the whole ot
it.

Mr. A. THOMSON:. Ministers have power
so far as actual expense is concerned, hut we
know that members' salaries and judges'
salaries and various9 other items of that de-
scription. come under special Acts; also that
there is no power to. abolish onr interest or
sinking fund obligations. I ant simply dentl-
ing with the statement of the Premier that
the actual amount of money under "Ministers'
control is three million pounds.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: But the other amounts
account for only two million pouind. out ol
seven million pounds.

'Mr. A. THOM1SON: I am merely quoting
the Premier's statement, If my proposal wen
given effect to, and T sincely hope it wil
be, we would reduce the estiniated deficit F)
£300,000, but there would still remain a de
ficit of £250,000. Even by making thtese re
ductions, the estimated expenditure of thi.
year would still exceed the expenditure o
last year by £77,700. It is necessary to effec
economies. In view of the fact that on
primary and secondary industries are facci
with a falling market, it is pretty clear tha
the State will be faced with a falling incomc
I hope I shall be wrong in this predictior
'Nothing would give me greater pleasure tha.

proof at the end of the 12 months that my
statements were wrong. I would be the first
to congratulate the Premier on the fact that
his optimism had been justified.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Move your motion
and you will not have himi as Premier. You
will have someone else.

Mr. 'Mann: Would you support him?
Mr. A. THOMSON: Remembering that the

prices of primary and secondary products are
falling wve have other problems to face. Prob-
ably what I amn going to say will not be very
acceptable to my friends on the Opposition
beaches. I noticed during the discussion
on the Supply Bill last night that fears
were expressed that an attempt was about to
be made to reduce wages. I am sorry to say
that, in my opinion, this position will have
to be faced, and on a day not very far dis-
tant. I would strongly recommend my
friends on the Opposition benches to con-
sider whether it is not possible to arrive at
a scientific method whereby we can adjust
wages to rise and fall automatically with
pri ces. If we can arrive at such a basis,
we shall be in a much happier position than
we are in to-day. It is of no use disguising
the fact that owing to the abnormally high
cost of wages, which are at the basis of
alnmost all umanufacturing caosts-in fact in a
certain class of business the wages amount
to one-third of the. total cost-

Ron. W. C. An~gwia: I saw a jacket
marked 21s., and the last I bought was 4s.
3d. The difference there is not due to wages
cost.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon. member
ought to be thankful that he did not have to
buy one to-day.

Eon. W. C. Angwin: I have three or four
at home.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Then the hon member
should distribute the surplus to his friendls.
I admnit the force of the Premier 's argument
that the administration of the finances has
been affected by the high cost of Giovern-
meat requirements, but still the position has
to be faced. Muach as the Opposition may
fight against any such proposal, there is no
doubt we wiUl be faced with this position.

H~on. T. Walker: What position?
Mr. A. THOMSON: That it will be neces-

sary to accept reduced wages or there will
be more unemployed than there are at pre-
sent.

Mr. 0 'Loglilen: Oht, we all anticipated that
Jfrom you.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have no desire to
urge that wages should be brought down, but
we have to consider the fart that our prim-

sary and secondary industries have to com-
tpete with other parts of the world, and that
twe shall have to come into line with them or

r be unable to compete with them. The sooner
a we realise this, the better it will be for the
t State and for the Commonwealth.

Mr. Man IL what part of the world are
1.wages lower than they are here, except in

n Asiatic countries?
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M r. Heron: You kept the price of wheat
up to 9s.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I did nothing of the
sort; the price was fixed by the Common-
wealth Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, it was not.
MNr, A. THOMSON: I should say it was

fixed by the conference and by the wheat
board. On that question I was mnore con-
sistent in my vote than the hon. member. I
was consistent in my argument in that I
supported the principle of an open market.
I said, "Give us the world's mnarket value."
The hon. member supported the fixing of a
maximum, but not a minimum price.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government
fixed the minimum.

Mr. A. THOMSON: How long can we go
on producing wheat if it costs more than
we can get for it overseas? How long will
our farmers continue to grow wheat under
these conditions? If wheat growing becomes
unprofitable, they will transfer their atten-
tion to something else.
,Mr. Angelo: That is only a red herring

across the track.
Mr. J. Thomson: Why not start with mem-

bars of Parliament and reduce their salaries?
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: There is no need for you

to take yours if you do not want it,
Mfr. A. THOMSON: If the member for

Claremont moves that salaries be reduced by
10 per cent, he will have my strong support.
I don not think it is of much use me tabling
such a motion, because when I attempted it
once before, I was beaten very badly. We
have had somewhat similar evidence to-day.
When the session opened, I: moved that cer-
tain papers be laid on the' Table, but the
House refused me that privilege. The papers
I referred to are those which were laid on
the Table to-day at the request of the mem-
her for West Perth.

The Premier: You were not here to move
the motion.

.Mr. A. THOMSON: There was opposition
to the motion when I moved it. I was quite
sincete when I said I proposed to deal with
it at a later stage.

Hion. T. Walker: You knew that the papers
would not be ordered. It was only kite-
flying on your part.

Mr. A. THOMTSON: I asked the Govern-
ment to treat the motion as formal, and they
refused to do so. I never expected that it
would mecct with any opposition. I wanted
the information for this Committee. I wanted
to be in a position to discuss the question of
taxing unimproved land values.

The Premier: These papers would not have
helped you much.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Statements have been
made that there are large areas of unutit-
ised laud adjacent to railways. This point
was touched upon by the Leader of the Op-
position last evening. I approach this ques-
tion with an open mind. If I am satisfied
that it will be in the interests of thu
country to increase the taxation, and pro-
vided that an equitable system is suggested

to attain the object in view, it will have my
support, conditionally on its inflicting no
hardship upon land owners. It has been
stated frequently that there are large areas
adjacent to the railways, which ought to be
put to profitable use. I travel from Satant-
ning to the city every week, and as regards
the land from Spencer's Brook right to Mid-
land Junction, I have very grave doubts as
to its being put to any profitable use.

Mr. J1. Thomson: Wait until the Esperance
-railway is built.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I believe I am en-
dorsing the sentiments of every member on

the cross benches when I1 say I have no de-
sire that large tracts of land, which might
be profitably utilised, should continue to
remain idle, However, we have to remember
that the owners of such land, have taken it
up under certain conditions, and if they have
complied with the conditions, it would be
unjust to penalise them. York is considered
to be one of the best farming districts in
the State, and there are tanners with areas
of 3,000 to 5,000 acres in that district, hut
a considerable portion consists of billy coun-
try and is useless except for grazing pur-
poses. The same thing applies in my own
district. If it is possible to arrive at a
scientific method of bringing idle lands into
u se, I shall be prepared to give the matter
serious consideration.

Hon. T. Walker: That will cure the diffi-
culty.

11r. A. THOMSON: I am of opinion that
serious consideration of a public question on
my part is likely to prove of as much benefit
to the country as its consideration by the
member for Sanowna (Hon. T. Walker);
and incidentally I may remark that I repre-
sent more people than does that hon. member.

Hlon. T. Walker: Why Dot accept a com-
pliment when it is offered to you?

11r. A. THO'MSON: The Leader of the
Opposition said that one of our troubles was
that we had too many miles of railway rela-
tively to our population-3,50 0 miles of line
for 330,000 people. To a certain extent,
that criticism, is well founded. It must be
admitted that there are too few people iu this
State. But I want the Comimittee to realise
that our railway system is carrying a con-
siderable burden which rightly is chargcable
to the Treasury, to the country as a whole.
The only means by which we can open up
and develop this great State of ours--which,
unfortunately, does not possess many rivers
-is to put out railways and sp enable people
to settle upon the land. I congratulate the
Premier on his expressed intention of intro-
ducing more immigrants. MAore than any
other portion of the Coinmnonwealth this
State lacks population; and I am glad to
extend the right hand of fellowship to new-
comers. Now let me say that in mny elec-
torate there is an agricultural area to which
a railway was to hai'e been constructed as
far back as 1914-before the war. The line
in question has been surveyed and authorised.
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The whole of the land in the area was taken
up on the strength of the promised railway.
Unfortunately, however, owing partly to the
war and partly to the non-retention of the
Public Works portfolio by the member for
North-East Fremantle (Ronm W. C. Ang-
win)-

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Your vote lost that
railway and you admit that you have been
disappointed ever since.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have not said that
I anm disappointed. I acknowledge, however,
that the finances have not been squared. Un-
fortunately, for the reasons which I have
indicated, that line of railway has not yet
been constructed. The settlers on the area
referred to, having to cart their produce over
a distance of 30 miles to the nearest railway
station, were reluctantly obliged, one by one,
to allow their-'holdings to be forfeited. .*The
Premier recently visited that portion of my
electorate, and then and there gave an assur-
ance that the line would be constructed as
soon as possible. As a result of the Pre-
mier 's promise, there is not one vacant block
left in that area. The larger proportion of
the blocks have been taken up by men from
overseas, and they are all looking forward
eagerly to the day when the railway will be
completed. The same thing applies, I pre-
sume, to the Esperanrce district and the Es-
perance settlers-on which head I shall offer
a suggestion at a later stage. However, the
people to whom the Premier promised that
railway must be given railway facilities if
they are to b~e enabled to carry oin fanning
operations profitably. To those who assert
that we already have too many miles ot
railway, I reply that, while on the face of
things it may appear to he so, we must al-
ways bear in mind that the only means avail-
able to us of developing this country is to
push out railways and so enable settlers to
get their produce to market. I acknowledge
that adjacent to existing railways there are
]arge tracts of land which should be put to
better Use than is the case at present. A
question which arises, however, is how we arc
to determine what is the most profitable use
to which land can be put. After all, the
man ia possession of the land, the owner of
the land, is entitled to some consifieration if
he puts it to what be considers profitable uise.
The only alternative io taxation of unim-
proved land values is Government resump-
tion of land, similar to that adopted in con-
nection with soldier settlement. I approach
the question of Unimproved land values taxa-
tion with anr open mind. Indeed, as the re-
sult of my roads board experience, I am and
have for years been a strong supporter of
the principle of unimproved land values taxa-
tion. On becomng a member of the Kat-
anning road board, I made myself responsible
for inaugurating a system of unimproved
land values rating in the central ward. The
same principle, naturally, applies to other
areas. One must, however, give such mat-
ters very grave consideration, because the
dwellers in our agricultural areas are already

taxed by reason of their distance from the
metropolitan area and its markets. They
have to bear the railway freights incidental
to conveying their products from their hold-
ings to the markets, for it is the producer
who has to pay rail freight in every instance.
He gets the price which his goods bring in
Perth, less the rail freight. Generally, that
N- the position. But the country producer
pays rail freights both ways. He not only
pays them on the products which he sends
to market, but also pays them on his require-
mrits in the form of machinery and supplies
which he has to obtain from Perth. As the
producer has likewise to pay general taxa-
tion and road board rates, one must view
his position -with a considerable measure of
circumspection. From the latest report of
the Commissioner of Taxation, which con-
tains a table showing the incidence of land
tax, it appears that metropolitan and sub-
urban land pays 48.73 per cent, of land tax,
while country rural land pays 42.13 per cent.
I approach this subject with a certain de-
gree of diffidence, but if in the interests
of the country as a whole it is essential
that more money should be raised through
taxation, then I am sure the party with
which I am associated is ready to. assume
its share of the burden. Unless caution
is exercised, however, we may find
the country districts again having ao
undue burden of taxation placed upon them.
The Commissioner's analysis of land tax as-
sessments shows 54,206 acres of land from
Midland Junction to Fremantle of a taxable
value of £.7,008,967, as against 17,609,037
acres of country land alienated or in process
of alienation, of -a taxable value of £7,328,033.
These values are at the improved rate of '!,d.
in the £1. Seeing the respective figures, one
might feel inclined to argue that metropoli-
tan land Is already paying double the taxa-
tion imposed on rural lands, and that there-
fore the two classes of land would be on the
same footing if the tax on the latter were
doubled. But that does not work out t
practice. The average value of an acre of land
in the metropolitan area works out at £130.
Of course I know that in flay-street and
certain other portions of the city of Perth
the value is more than that per foot of front-
age; but the average value of the aggregate
of metropolitani-suburban land works out at
£130 per acre. Applying the same process
to unimproved rural lands, one finds that the
average value for taxcation purposes works
out at Ss. per acre. I contend that properties
in the metropolitan area as a whole, with a
few isolated exceptions, hove reached their
nmaximnum price. No doubt sonic of the most
valuable city properties may yet increase a
little iii value; but, taking metropolitan
values as a whole, they are at their
maximum. Indeed, they are over their
maximum so far as my experience goes.
I have a block of land which T purchased
25 years ago, on first eominq to this State,
for £35-which SUM it would not realise
to-day. It is situated in a suhum- hbetween
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Perth and Fremnantle, but that suburb is
not Claremont.

Hon. T. Walker: How can anything be
above its maximum?

Mr. A. THOMSONe I say that metropoli-
tan land has reached its maximum. If the
hon. nmember wants to juggle with words, no
doubt his objection is well-founded. Un-
doubtedly it is impossible to get above the
maximum, because the maximum is the maxi-
mum. What I mean to convey is that the
prices ruling to-day-this, I trust, winl suit
the hon. member's fastidious taste-are not
likely to increase considerably, or even to he
maintained.

Hon. T. Walker: That is clear.
Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes, clear as mud.

Turning to rural lands, we must admit that
a man who dlears and cultivates a property
necessarily increases its value from the taxa-
tion point of view, We know there are areas
of land in my district, as also in yours, Mr.
Chairman, which* in the initial stages are
valueless, hut which as the result of years cf
cultivation may become worth £1 per acre.
In some of our older settled districts land has
been sold at as high a price as £6 per acre.
However, to-day that land is being taxed on
its taxable value.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all.
Mr. A. THOMSON: As I tuiderstand, the

basis of taxation to-day is what land will
reasonably bring in the open market, less
improvements of course. In the case of some
holdings the clearing itself is worth more
than £1 per acre. Then there is the fencing.
However, to avoid splitting straws, I will
bring the unimproved value down to £3 per
acre.

Mr. Latham: Where?
Mr. A. THO'MSON: In York, and in other

places. If the tax were to be doubled,
then probably in two or three years' time
the eountry districts would be paying about
70 per cent, of the State taxation. However,
I shall bo quite prepared to give considera-
tion to the question when it comes before
us, and if a just and equitable methnd can
he found for bringing idle lands into use,probably I w-ill support it. Now I propose
to quote from the speech made by the MMii-
ister for Mines on the Address-in-reply.

The Minister for Mines; It will be the
best part of your speech.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Minister for
Mines has a great opinion of himself.

'Hon. T. Walker: le can never hope to
equal you in that.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
not quote from ''Hansard'' of this session.

Mr. A. THOMSON: No, I am quoting
from notes I took do*n when the Minister
was speaking. The hen. meAgbcr was deal-
ing with non-paying railways. Ile referred
to the Magnet-Sandstone line of 93 miles,
the loss on which, he said, was £50,765. He
referred also to the Bullfinch line of 20
miles, the loss on which, he said, was £14,807.
For the six months ended 30th4 June last the
tonnage carried over the Sandstone railway

was 1,007 tons. The gross earnings were
£1,400, the passengers 37, and the passenger
earnings £18. On the Bullfinch line during the
six months ended 30th June last the tonnage
carried was 540 tons, the earnings £250, the
passengers 250, and passenger earnings £30.
It will be seen that those two railways are
showing very serious losses. I entirely ap-
prove of the suggestion made by the Minister
for Railways that the rails in those lines
should be lifted and used in other districts.
The member for Xanowns. (Hon. T. Walker)
is very desiro~s of having a railway con-
structed at Esperane. The reply he has re-
ceived, like the reply which I received in
respect of a railway which requires
to be built in my electorate, was that
the excessive cost of the rails pro-
hibited such construction, I understand
that the cost of rails to-day is £1,200 per
mile, whereas in pre-war days it fell to
£500 per mile. Certainly it -would be
economically sound to lift the rails from
those lines which are not payflng for the
coal used, and relay them in districts
urgently requiring railway facilities, such
as Esperance and my own district and,
perhaps, that of the Margaret River. The
roadway in the dismantled lines could be
retained exclusively for the use of the Rail-
way Department, leaving the stations
standing for the receipt and despatch of
goods, and providing a fast motor trans-
port for passengers, with suitable transport
for the goods. And if, in the future, the
price of rails were to recede to a reason-
able mark, and if in the meantime the dis-
tricts at present served by those non-paying
railways were to progress, the lines could
be once more relaid. In Victoria, prior to
the bursting of the boom, railways were
run out in all directions in suburban areas,
and at a later period the rails were lifted
and used in more suitable places, being
replaced agaaln when the traffi warranted

Mrs. Cowan interjected.
.Mr. A. THOMSON: The bon. member is

quite wrong in saying that I refused to su-,-
port that return. I was not in a position
to give that information. The hon. member
must be in the same unfortunate position
in respect of that return as I was when I
asked for a retain showing the area of idle
land adjacent to railways. The Leader of
the Opposition, an ex-Minister for Rail-
ways, has declared that we have too mauy
miles of railway.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Too many for the
population.

Mr. A. THOMSON: And he gave reasons
why the railways should be unprofitable,
declaring that there was so much vacant
land adjacent to railways. He contend-I
that that land should be brought into use,
so that the traffic on the railways would
be increased. I will support him in that
contention as far as I think just and right
in the interests of the country.
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Hon? T. Walker: How far is that?
Mr. A. THOMSON: I now want to quote

from the report Of the Commissioner of
Railways dealing with the coal supply, on
aprevions occasion I advocated the estab-
lishiment of a State coal mine, with a view
to supplying the railways. If the Railway
Department had their own coal mine, they
would be able to save approximately 5s,
per ton on the coal consumed.

Mr. Maun Are you now advocating
another State trading concern?

Mr. A. THOTMSON : No, but we have
approximately 18 millions invested in the
railways and, paying a Commissioner .£2,000
a year to administer them, we instruct him
to run them economically. It sounds all
right until we remember that, having re-
gard to Government policy in connection
with the supply of coal, we are simply ask.
ing the Commissioner of Railways to do the
impossible. An important contributing
factor to the failure of the railways to
show a profit is the policy of successive
Governmenti.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Hear, heart Carry-
ing fertilisers at a halfpenny per ton.

Mr. A. THOMSON: If all matters of
policy gave such a return in railway freight
as is given by the produce which those
fertilisers create, the railways would be
highly profitable. The carrying of ferti-
Users at a low rate is merely a sprat to
catch a mackerel. In the wheat belt the
super increases the return of wheat by 100
per cent.; therefore it is a sound business
proposition for the Railway Department to
carry super at a nominal rate.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Even at half the
cost to the service?

Mr. MaeCallumn Smith: They are carry-
ing wheat at a loss.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Nothing of the sort.
Admittedly the interest and sinking fund
on the railways swallow approximately 26
per cent, of the earnings of the department.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition stated that one of the principal
reasons why the railways are not paying
is that there is so much idle ]aid adjacent
to them. That may be a contributing cause,
but it is Dot the only reason why the rail-
ways are running at such a loss. I have
said that I could hardly understand why
previous Governments had not their Own

* coal mines with which to supply their own
requirements. The Railway Department and
Electricity Department are the largest con-
sumers of coal in the State, seeing that
they take practically 75 per cent, of the
output. I nam not opposed to the use of
Collie coal. In the interests of the State
we should foster the coal industry, which
means the employment of so much capital
within Western Australia. Last year the
railways used 249,000 tons of Collie coal,

and approximately 40,000 tons were used
by the electricity scheme. The Commis-
sioner in his report states that the price of
coal has been increased by 3s. per ton front
the 27th September last owing to the
higher wages granted-to miners, and that
this made the price 1 9 s. at the pit's mouth.
The policy of the Government compels the
Commissioner to use coal which in the
opinion of the officers of the department
is not of the best quality from the steam-
ing point of view. The railways have to
take from two companies, coal which does
not give as good results as the coal which
comes from other collieries. I do not want
to inflict any hardship upon those who
have invested money in our coal mines, or
upon those who are employed in them. The
Commissioner, however, is not running the
railways; it is a matter of policy and the
Goveinment lays down the proportions in
which coal must be taken. By this means
they are inceasing the expenditure from
the administrative point of view. The
Commissioner is not getting the re-
sults he would if he were given a free
hand. He estimates that about £12,000
could be saved annually if he used
only Newcastle coal. Ia view of the em-
ployment that is given in our coal mines 1
think this expenditure of £112,000 is justified,
but it means an additional £12,000 which the
Railway Department has to carry. That
should be taken into consideration when dis-
cussing the administration of the (lepart-
ment.

Mr. Wilson: That is only for coal up Ger-.
aldton way. The Commissioner makes a
profit on Collie coal used down here.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The lion. member
must naturally speak for the industry he
represents. I am a strong supporter of it,
too. I do not think the lion, member will
disagree with me in the statement I am going
to make.

Mfr. Wilson: You had better leave coal
alone and stick to wheat.

'Mr. A. THOMSON: There are two mines
in the Collie field which the railway officials
would cut out to-morrow if they could.

Mr. Wilson: Thv-v would cut out the lot.
Mr. A. THOMSON: It is not fair to

saddle the Comissioner with unsuitable coal
when better results can be obtained from
other coal. One of the factors contributing
to our financial position is the Railway De-
partinent, but some allowance must be madle
for that when we consider the policy of tle
Government in regard to it.

The 'Minister for Mines: What difference
wtould your argument, if followed out, make
to the deficit? * If we were to make upl the
loss elsewhere we would still he that amount
short.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Thedeatnti
carrying a loss which should be charged in
some other direction. It is loaded with
charges which should not be set against it.
On the goldfiefds line the department had its
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own water supply, which was adequate for
the purposes.

Mr. Mann: In good seasons, but it was
not a permanent supply.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Government of
the day then said they must use the gold-
fields water supply, and the minimum charge
set against the department was £20,000 a
year. Notwithstanding this charge the Rail-
way Department continued to use their own
water supply, because it is more economical
from the boiler point of view. In his report
the Commissioner shows that the scheme
water is not satisfactory for locomotive pur-
poses as it contains some 80 grains of salt to
the gallon. When there was a shortage last
year the department was no doubt very gla
to have the supply avaiable.

Mr. Mann: Does not the farmer have to
pay water rates if the water passes his pro-
perty, even though he does not use it?

Mr. A. THOMSON: The goldfields water
supply was established for the golddields
people. There is no doubt the private in-
dividual is obliged to pay for water whether
he consumes it or not, but why charge the
Railway Department £20,000 a )(ear for that
which it does not use in order to show a pro-
fit in another department? This savours of
bolstering up one department at the expense
of another.

Mr. Mann: You could not run the rail-
ways without a water supply.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We all know that,
and that is why the department went to such
expense in prodiding their own supply. In
his report the Commissioner deals conmpre-
hensively with the question of water supplies
and the necessity that had arisen for haulage
of water.

The Minister for M1ines interjected.
Mr, A. THOMSON: Despite the interjec-

tion of the Minister, T contend it is not a
proper charge to make. It is like talking
money nut of one pocket and putting it into
another and declaring that a certain amount
of business has been transncted. The Rail-
way Department hare the right to use their
own water supplies and yet they are com-
pelled to pay this minimum of E20,000.

Hon. WV. C. Aagwin: They paid more than
that last year.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It makes the position
of the Railway Department appear to be
much worse than it is. There is another con-
tributing factor to our deficit. If members
will turn uip the Commissioner's report they
will find that he makes reference to the
continual increase of wages and salaries, and
he declares that these increases have made it
absolutely impossible foil the -railways to
show a 'profit. He points out that the in-
creases ranted to the salaried staff totalled
lr&,35 and to the wages stat! 17.75, and the
average wages paid this year totalled £268
as against £280 last year. Hon. members have
argued that one of the factors militating
against the railway system paying is the vast
areas of land not being utilised to the fullest
extent. I am prepared to admit that that
is one of the reasons, but I also think that

another reason is that over which the Com-
missioner has no control, and to which I have
just referred. He has been compelled by the
classification board and the Arbitration Court
to pay enormously increased wages until the
position has reached almost breaking point.
The position is serious, and we shall soon
hove to face the question of decreasing wages
or decreasing privileges if we are to make
the railways pay without doing an injustice
to any particular individual. If hon. meat-
bers were to lend the way by agreeing to a
certain percentage reduction in their salaries,
I am certain that the rest of the community,
or I should say the Government employees
section, would agree to a corresponding re-
duction. In making that statement, I do
not for a moment infer that members of
Parliament are overpaid. I admit, of course,
that members have many calls, but we cannot
get away from the fact that the unrest in
the civil service became more acute from the
date that members increased their own sal-
aries by 33Jt per cent.

Mr. O 'Loghlen: Bosh!
Mr. A. THOMSON: It may be bosh1 but

there is no getting away from the fact that
that was responsible for the civil servants
marching in a body to this House and subse-
quently going on strike.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:, The women forced
that strike.

Mr. At THOMSON:. The fact remains
that it came about largely as a result of the
action that memhbers took.

Mr. McCallum: Set the example and see
how many individual members of the service
will follow.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I maintain that my
services are just as valuable to the State as
those of other members, hut I claim that if
members reduce their salaries by say 10 per
cent., we could easily save that amount from
the calls which are made upon us.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Woulif you curtail yours?
If you received requests, you would still send
donations, Of course, you would, especially.
if there were a few votes depending on them
at election time.

M1r. A. THOMSON: Immediately a mem-
ber makes suggestions in the direction of
effecting economy, he is accused of attempt-
ing to gain notoriety.

Mr. Teesdale: -Are you speaking privately
or as the Deputy Leader of the Country
rartyl

Mir. A. THOMSON: If the hon. member
wants a reply to that question ho had better
give notice of it.

Mr. Teesdale, YOU are condemning -the

Country Party; you have representation in
the Government and you are criticising your
own, policy.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am discussing the
policy of the Government and I am speak-
ing as the member for Katanning.

MT. Teesdale-. Then that is all right.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I was returned

pledged to economy, and I am attempting
so far as it lies in my power to earry my
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pledge into effect. I believe that 90 per
ceat. of the members of this House were
returned pledged to economy. I am wonder-
ing whether a majority of those members
are sincere in their protestations.

Mr. Teesdale. The indrease which vou
received was confirmed by your constituents,
so what are you making a fuss about?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not think that
the increased salaries to members was made
a question at the elections. I am evidently
incurring the displeasure of hon. members
and I am going to be unpopular amongst
my fellow members because I am advocating
what I consider to he the correct principles
that should be adopted.

Mr. Mann: They are not taking you
seriously.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I was never more
serious in my life, but I doubt whether 75
per cent. of the members of this Chamber
are serious in their protestations.

Mr. Pickering: I rise to a point of order.
1 ask that the hon. member withdraw that
remark.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Sussex takes exception to the remark made
by the member for Eatauning and it must
be withdrawn.

Mr. A. THOMSON: If I am asked to
w-ithdraw the remark, of course I must do
so, but speaking for myself I am sincere in
the statements that I have made to-night.
Regarding the Railway Department, if hon.
members take the trouble to read the ex-
cellent report presented by the Commissioner,
they will find the astounding fact recorded
that in 1913-14 the total expenditure for
salaries, wages, fuel, stores and materials, in-
cidentals and interest amounted to l8s. 10d.,
with a profit of is. 2d. That was turned
into a loss in 1919-20 of 3s. 6d. The posi-
tion facing the Railway Department to-day
is that we have an expenditure of 23s. 1d.
to earn 20s. If that is so and that is how
the country is being run, I feel that I have
done my duty in drawing attention to the
position. Whether T am successful or not
in having the reductions I propose given
effect to,' is for the House to decide. I
recognise that the gravest responsibility rests
on the Cabinet to administer the-affairs of
the State, bitt I desire to impress upon the
Hfouse that there is a greater responsibility
on members to see that Cabinet carries out
the pledges that we made to the country to
effect economies and to put forth some effort
to stem the financial drift of the State.

Hont. W. C. ANOGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.2): When I criticised the finsures
on the occasion of the introduction of the
first Supply Bill this session, the member for
Katanning (M.A. Thomson) said my stbry
was a pitiful tale. If that were so, what sort
of a tale has the hon. member told to-nights

The 'Minister for 'Mines: A sort of fox
terrier's tail, There is not much in it.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It would be impos-
sible for anyone else to put up such a state-

ateat as that provided by the hon. member
to-night. Let us see what lie has said, be-
cause there many be some justification for his
statements. He started off by referring to
statements made previously that it would be
better for the State if the 'Ministry then in
control of thme finances were put out of office
and others possessing busine'ss acumen put in
their places. Then lie said a change of Govern-
ment was madec, and men of business acumen
were placed in charge of the Treasury
benches. He said he was disappointed with
the results. For my part, I think the hon.
member is disappointed in more than one
way. Perhaps the member for Eaten aing
has not said why he was disappointed.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is an assertion that
does you credit.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am merely quot-
ing the hon. member himself, for he said-
"I have been disappointed.''

Mr. A. Thomson: It is the innuendo that
does you credit.

Hon. W. C- ANGWIN! He goes a little
further, because during the last election he
went through various parts of Western Aus-
tralia pointing out the necessity for return-
inig the Premier and his Governmcnt to
power.

Mr. A. Thomson: I ask for withdrawal ot
those remarks. I never did any such thing.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What is the point of
order?

Mr. A. Thomson: The member for North-
East Fremantle said that I went round the
country pointing out that the Premier should
be returned to power. I never did anything
of the sort.

Mr. Troy: There is no point of order Ina
that.

Mr. A. Thomson: I simply advocated the
return of members of my own party.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I will put it in
another way. The member for Kattanning
went to various parts of the State and asked
the people to again return them to power.
By ''them,'' he meant those who were in
charge of the Government.

*Mr. Troy: Thme member for Katanning
went to Oeraldton and made a mess of it.

H~on. W. C. A'NCWIN: The member for
Kataning advocated the return to power of
those sitting on the Government side of the
House, and that included the Country Party,
thme N ational Labour Party, and the National
Party. The member for Katanning went
about pointing out to the electors that it
was in the best interests of the country to
return those members to power. Ho now says
"'I believe the country has been disappointed
since the change has taken place."1 If the
honm. member honestly believes that 'state-
ment, how could hie honestly go about the
country asking the people to permit the pro-
sR-nt Government to continue in control of
the finances,? If he was, as he said, dis-
appointed, and ho believed the country was
disappointed, too, he should have told the
people of the State that he had been of the
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opinion that the change of Government in
J916 would have resulted in an improvement
in connection with the finances of the coun-
try, but that such an improvement had not
taken place, and that in the circumstances
the best thing they could do was to return
the L~abour Party to power to take charge of
the finances. If the member for Satan-
ning honestly believes the statements he
made to-night, he could not have taken any
other action. Instead of that-and he says
he is genuine and honest and very f ew other
members, according to his remarks, are any-
thing of the sort-

Mr. A. Thomson: I never said anything of
the kind.

Ho-A. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
had to withdraw his reference to 75 per
cent, of the members, and that is a pretty
large proportion of the House. In my opin ion
the member for Katanaing has not studied
the Estimates at all. He has taken the
report of the Auditor General, which I
have not had the pleasure of seeing yet, and
the report of the Commissioner of Railways
ad has come to the conclusion that the coun-
try is going to the dogs.

Mr. A. Thomson: Of course, I did not
hear the Premier's budget speech, did It

Hon. WI. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
did not rest there. He said that though he
had no desire to move a vote of no confidence
in the Government, he intended to move that
each vote should he reduced by 10 per cent.
and then actually sat down without doing it.

Mr. A. Thomson: Are we dealing with
Votes Dow?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Of course we are.
We are dealing with the Vote: ''Legislative
Council, £975." Ia effect the hon. member
told the Premier: "I am going to give you
a smack in the eye, but I do not intend it to
hurt you. " If he gives effect to his
threat, he may secure more support than
he may desire, in which case there would
be a possibility of the Premier coming over
to the Opposition side of the House; if that
were so, then the member for Katanning
would not be able to get those things he is
so anxious to oJ~tain. The member for
Katanning does not mind moving votes of
no confidence; it does not matter who the
vote applies to, so long as it is one of no
confidence. He also said that we should have
an expert to go through the Government de-
partments to put them in a sound position.
It is not so many years ago that the Gov-
einment paid two experts to go through the
Government departments, and one of them
was Mr. McGibbon, who stands high in the
opinion of the hon. member. I think that
would be about nine or ten years ago. I
know that when we were in office we had to
deal with the classification they puat up. Since
then things have gone on as they were- The
member for Katanning said that the Gov-
ernment should he able to carry on their
business in the same way as private com.-
panties or firms. If ever I am a member of

[48]

a Government again, I trust the hon. mem-
ber 's suggestion will be given effect to, and
if that is so we shall leave no records as to
what we do. It would be one of the best
things that could happen to any Govern-
ment.

Mr. Maecallum Smith: What about the
silver fish?

Ron. W. C. ANG WIN: 'We have heard
about them as well, but if the member for
Katanning 'a suggestion were carried out, we
would have n records at all. If that were
so, then the Government on going out of
office would not leave behind them any re-
cords as to what had been done. On the
other hand, we know that public affairs are
totally different from the operations of a
private company. It is necessary f or Govern-
ments to leave behind them complete records
of what has been done so that everything may
be disclosed as fair and above board. The
member for Satanning has moved for returns.
We have papers lying on the table of the
House. If there were no records kept in
Government departments, how -would it be
possible to know what has happenedf How
would it be possible to secure any of the
returns as asked for from time to time?
Public business is essentially different from
that of a. private, concerti, It does not nmat-
ter a hang to the public what a private man
does. He may burn papers every night and
it will not matter to anyoae else, so long as
the individual is in a sound financial position.
It would be different for a Government to,
adopt that course of action because it would
be immediately suggested that the Govern-
meat had something tW hide, something which
they did nut wish the public to know of and,
in fact, they would be accused of burning
something that probably never existed. It is in
the interests of good. government that true
records should be kept. The member for
Katanaing has been long enough in Parlia-
mient to know that this is so.

The 'Minister for Mines: Look at the re-
cords we have to keep in connection with
Parliament itself.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is so. The
member for Katanaing also disavowed his
responsibility for anything in connection
with the finances of the State. Hle said:
"I do not take any responsibility for tho
actions that have been taken." It was sur-
prising to me to hear him make such a sta-te-
ment, It was also asserted that the control
of the financial position has been taken en-
tirely away from those who are supposed.
to protect the public purse. I have looked
up " Hansard, " and perused the debateR
when the Public Service Appeal Board Bill
and the Railway Olassificiitioa Board Bill
were before this Chamber. The member for
Katanning never once raised his voice in op-
position to those two measures. While I
objected to the principle at the time on the'
ground that it was placing the responsibility
with outside bodies, it must be remembered
that it was Parliament that took the matter
out of the hands of the government. The-
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Government introduced the Bill hut Parlia-
ment took the powers away from the Govern-
meet when the measures were before this
Chamber. To-day we are in the position of
having no powers except those for levying
taxation to meet the cost imposed upon the
State by outside bodies, not responsible to
the public or the State. That position was
created by Parliament. The hion. member
comnmensted strongly regarding the action
taken by the various courts in con-
nection with wages. With nil due Te-
spect to the officials-I know they do
not like me but that does not worry
me mnuch-it appears, hie said, to be a ease
with the officials of '"you scratch my back
and I will scratch yours,'' the result being
that if the salaries of the lower officers were
raised, the salaries of the others would fol-
low suit. Is that a fair proposition to put
before members for their consideration!

Mr. A. Thomson: The judge himself made
that statement.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not care a
baing. A judge can say what he likes, but
the member for Katanning is the represena.
tive of a respectable community and hie is
the mouthpiece of that community for the
time being. Who is better qualified to speak
upon the duties of an officer in a department
than the man who is in charge of the depart-
ment?

The Minister for M% ines: Hear, hear! That
is so.

Mr. A. Thomson: Do you agree with what
Judge Northmore said?

Honl. W. C. ANGWTN: Judge Northmore
said a lot of silly things, but no doubt he
found the court wasl very dead and made those
statements to liven it up. No one could
testify to the services rendered by an officer
better than the head of the department, and
when the head is summoned to the court , he
has to attend and give the position as it
appeals to him.

Mr. A. Thomson: But they get specialin
formation from the East to bolster uip the
cases.

Honl. W. C. ANOWIN: They call get in-
formation whence they like. Unless the court
is able to obtain information, we should
wipe it out. The court has to decide on
the information presented to it, and who
could give that information better than the
heads of the departments?

Mr. Troy: Who puts the State's position
bef ore the court?

Hall. W. C. ANGWmN: The Commissioner
is present. The present conditions have been
created by a vote of this House, and the hon.
member should realise it. I supported the
Public Service Act, because it was the un-
derstanding on which the strike was settled.
I held the view then, and I hold it to-day,
that if the Arbitration Court is good enough
for the porter, it is good enough for then
officer. The fact remains that some person
must explain to the court the workings of
the department in order to enlighten the
judges, and no one but our officers can do
this, We may not agree with them, but they

have the opportunity to put the truth before
the court, and if they do anything else, they
are liable for their ac-tions. I (d0 not intendl
to take the line of action which the lion, mem-
ber says "'as takena when the Labour Gov-
ernment were in office. If I did so, I would
say that since 1916 the Government have
spent approximately 39 millions of money and
would ask what they hadl done with it. Thea
somic members would say, ''Let the dead
past bury its dead.'' We used to
shlow not only the money expended
during the year under review in com-
parison with that of the previous year
but the details for various years. When
the Premier introduced his Estimates 121
months ago, I was of opinion that he was
rather too optimistic. There was a decided
change in his demeanour this year. It was
the neost Pessimistic Budget Speech I have
heard delivered in this House. I said last
year I thought the Premier was basing his
Opinion on the large export of produce
which had been piling up for some years
previously. During 1919.20 the v'alue of
our imports and exports was the largest in
the history of the State. When the surplus
products had been received and sent away,
we reverted to normal trade, and the Pre-
mier did not take that into consideration
as he should have done, but concluded that
we were going on swimmingly as before.

The Premier: No, I told you so.
Honl. WV. C. ANOWIN: The trade of the

State depends a good deal on the finances
as they affect the Government. No country
canl continue to import more than it ex-
ports; yet this is the position. Last year
imports were valued at £14,158,000, while
our exports amounted to £11,811,000. We
cannot continue in that way; we are bound
to come to an end, and a bad end it will be
for the State. This haes had an important
bearing on the financial Position of the
Government during the last 12 months. I
do not say that the Government should not
exercise economy. Economy is necessary,
but it should be practised in the right
direction. I do not intend to deal with
the general finances. The Lender of the
Opposition put up a very clear, concise and
convincing statement last night, and a very
fair statement it was, too, much fairer thana
that of the Deputy' Leader of thme Country
Party who is supporting the Government.
I intend to confine umyself entircly to the
Estimates before us. It isl true, as the
bon. member stated, that Parliament tins
passed over ninny of its powers to special
boards, but Parliament still has reserved
the right of railling money for the purpose
of paying the charges whlich these special
boards entail. The Government have been
looking around to ascertain where they can
effect economies. If members Peruse the
Estimates carefully, they will find only
a few items where economies have been
effected, and I i-egret that these "om-
prise first of all the casual workers. The
Government have reduced the Works Esti-
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mates. Secondly, come the sick anl
afflicted. They have reduced the Hospitals
Estimates. Thirdly come the poor and
the needy. They have reduced the cost of
the Old Men's Home and the Old Women'sq
Home and of outdoor relief. We are placed
in the position of reducing our hospitals,
the medical attendance for the sick, the
nourishment for the poor and the work for
the casual had, while at the same time we
are placing in the hands of boards the
power to make the position of those on the
staffs much better paid and more secure
than before. The Premier expects to re-
ceive this year by way of revenue
£E7,050,910. I intended to take up the
Premier's challenge with regard to the
year 1915-16, hut seeing that his figures
were so misleading, I decided not to do so.

The Premier: What figures?
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: In 1915-16 the

whole of the cost of running the trading
concerns was charged to Consolidated Rev-
enue; to-day only the interest and surplus
are placed] in' the Consolidated Revenue
account. This means a difference of several
hundreds of thousands of pounds oni each
side. Consequently, the figures the Premier
quoted in making a comparison are not
worth considering, because it is not fair
to make such a comparison unless the cost
of the trading concerns is deducted. I am
of opinion that the Preniter will not realisn
the revenue he expects.

The Premier: It is p~rincipally from busi-
ness concerns.

Hon. AV, C. ANGAWIX: The Premier ex-
pets to get an increase of £145,462 from
taxation.

The Premier:- There is £110,000 due.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No doubt, bul

sonic of it will still be due after the 30th
June of next year. Is it a sign of the
times that there will be an increase from
income taxation this year? Is it not a fact
that every business house in Western Aus-
tralia is dismissing, or has already put off,
workmen, and that hundreds of men are
out of ermployment? Is there any possible
chance of realising what was received by
way of income tax last year? Yet the
Premier estimates an increase. I hope lie
will realise it, but I am afraid he will not.
Then he expects to receive £151,'000 from
licenses. I do not know what amendments
be proposes to make to the Licensing Act,
but there is a possibility that this measure
will not go through. A -very large increage
is suggested. I hope be will not realise the
amount he seeks from licenses, because he
intends to have license fees paid in accord
ance with the quantity of liquor consumed.
I hope the people will not consume the
liquor, and will thus prevent the Premier
from realising his estimate.

The Premier: You might break out, you
know.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There are public
utilities from which I do not think the
Premier will receive the amount he expects,

Prom the Harbour Trust he is not likely
to realise his estimate, as shipping has
fallen off considerably.

The Minister for Mines: But it will come
again.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Of course it will
have to come in order to make op the in-
crease. There is an agitation on foot at
present that harbour dues should be re-
duced, and there is some justification for
it. During the period of the war a sur-
charge was imposed to enable the trust to
meet the expense consequent on the
scarcity of shipping calling at the port.
This no longer applies and people are justi-
fled in asking that the surcharge be re-
moved. In the case of many other items in
the Estimates, I am afraid the Premier will
not realise his expectations. I hope he
will get all and more, but the outlook is
very doubtful. Dealing with expenditure this
year, the Premnier expects to expend £E7,622,-
638, an increase of !140,347 over last year.
But the Premier, in placing the Budget be-
fore us, pointed out that lie had to meet a
lnrge increase under special Acts and in-
terest and sinking fund. That sanount is
£E259,307 more than wais paid last year. From
a casual glance at the 'Estimates, seeing that
the exlpeuditure shows an increase of only
£1 46 000, a nd that interest, sinking f ud and
special Act charges represent £259,000 more
than last year, omie would think that some
saviiig was being effected in the cost of ad-
ministration iii this State. Anyone would
draw that conclusion. But I defy anyone who
looks through the Estimates and examines
thiemi carefully, to discover any quarter
in which the cost of administration has
been decreased. The Works Department
shows a ie'luction of £t7,23.3-a reduction in
the matter of funds provided frein Consoli-
dated Revenue for carrying out repairs and
renovations of public buildings. It means
that there is £17!,000 less to be expended
fiom revenue in employing the casual worker,
who, by -reason of having so much lost timec,
is the worst paid mean in the community. But
salaries in the Pntbhic Works Department have
increased by E5,913. Thus there is no saving
in administration cost; none whatever. No
doubt the Government will expend a certain
amount from trost funds, loan funds, and tfic
Sales of Government Property Account. Thus
the cost of adniinistration of the Works De-
partment will appear very small indeed. The
Government have reduced compassionate al-
lowances by £E5.2-il. That expenditure involves
no administration cost. The Health Depart-
ment shows a reduction of about £20,000 in
expenditure; the Government have cot down
the subsirir to hosnitals and homes for the
aged by £218,839. The saving is taken out ot
the poor and sick out of their nourishment.
'While that is so, there is an increase in
the Health Department's staff of one or two
officers,' extra inspectors, and one or two
clerks, with the resuilt that salaries show an
increase of £1,072. In my opinion, the Gov-
erment should have introduced legislation
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malting it compulsory for every local author-
ity to have a health, inspector holding the cer-
tificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute, Lon-
don; such health inspector to be paid by the
lot-al authority ibut appointed by the Govern-
jurint. While there are men with that queli-
fit'ation to be found tIroughout time country,
the Government are wnecessarily paving
other inspector, to travel all over the State
to see that those ten do iht-ir work. Nor; h
}Fremantle, East Frem~antle, and Cottesloc
Beach hove, jointly, a health inspector ap-

pitd bythe Governmuent. I believe his
saayishabout £3010 at year. The inspector

is e-ngaged by the Governmient, and paid
through the G overnmnent, and is entirely- in-
dependent of all local authmorities in the
matter of his work. Th~e local authorities
concerned repay the inspector's salary to the
Government. Now, what need is there for
the Government to send along another in-
spector to see t hat this one does his work
aright? And the same position obtains
throughout Western Australia.

Mr. La-thaom: That would apply only in
the metropolitan area.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWTN: No; throughout
the State. Every health inspector in West-
ern Austria has to be a certificated mnin.
In the Lunacy Department I find that the
cost of provisions and conmforts for inmates
is cut down by £4,'849. But the total de-
creame of expenditure in that depnrtmnt is
only £2,504. Thus the administration cost of
the Lunacy Departlnt has not been reduced.
Outdoor relief has been cut dIown by £5,944.
I want hon. members to know where these
Estimates make reductions. If the Treasurer
this year has to pay £250,000 more in in-
terest, sinking fund, and depreciation, and
still shows only an expenditure £146,000
greater than last year's it is plain that he
must have cut down some departments. 1
have been showing hon. members how the
departments have been cot down. The cut-
tinig down has been done not in administrative
cost,' but at the expense of those who cannot
help themselves. The state Labour Bureau,
is an excellent institution, and the means of
assisting umnm to obtain employment in the
country.

The Premier: The Labour Bureau repays
that amount.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: But the Premier
has cut down the Estimates by £1,467.

The Premier: It appears on both sides;
it makes no difference.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: But there bas, been
cutting down, to that extent. in connection
with the 'Mines Department a reduction of
£L,827 is shown in the subsidy to the Miners'
Relief roand.

The Minister for 'Mines: No.
Hon. W. C. ANCWIN: Yes, as compared1

with -what was paid last year.
The Mfinister for Mfines: That is right.
Her. W. C. ANOWIN: The Aborigines

Department have reduced the amount found
necessary in the past for looking after the
aborigines properly and supplying them with

food and blankets. Admnistration cost has
not been cut down in that department, but
the amount for the aborigines is reduced by
£1,48M. The Government [Printing Office
have increased their staff, and cut down their
wages vote by £1,396. A close scrutiny
shows that throughout the Estimates, from
end to end, no attempt has been made by
the departmental officers to effect any re-
duction in administration cost. The cutting
dovin has leen done entirely iu the directions
I have indicated, which represent about
£C60,000 out of the total of the Premier's sav-
ings. While we on this side believe in econlomy
and in keeping revenue and expenditure as
near as possible one to the other, we say
this is not the class of economy we stand for.

The 'Minister for Mines: You cannot get
that economy with the offies scattered am
they are.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The class of
economry we stand for commences at the
head and not at the bottom, commences with
those able to look after themselves and not
with those who are compelled to go to the
Old Men 's ]ionie or the Old Women 's Home,
commences with the strong and healthy and
not with the afflicted. This economy has
started at the wrong end; it should have
started at the top, and not at the bottom.
We are told that some of the departments
show decreases. Let us take the Agricul-
tural Departhnent, of which the latest Min-
ister has taken charge. The Agricultural
Department shows a decrease of £5,980.
Unless we serutinise the figures carefully, we
will believe in that decrease. We are likely
to say, ''At lost a start to decirease expendi-
ture has been made by one department; the
newv Minister has set an example.'' But let
us see what the position really is when
analysed. The estimated expenditure of the
Agricultural Department for this year shows
a decrease of £5,980. But the Narrogin
school farm has been transferred to the Edu-
cation Department. The expenditure on the
Narrogin school farm is estimated to amount
to £6,470.

Mr. Troy: But that is added on to the
Education Department's expenditure.

Ho,,. W. CA. ANOWIN: Yes.
The Premier: I bet the farm did Dot cost

that amount.
Hor. W. C. ANOWIN: That is the amount

provided for it.
The Premier: Last year?
Honl. W. C. ANGWI.N: This year. if

this £6,000 for running the school farm were
added to the Agricultural Estiniatos, it wotild
more than swamp the decrease of £5,080.
Then1 there is another laige sum in connec-
tion with providing settlers with, seed wheat.

The Premier: That is just a cross bentty.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: But the figures

shouv in the Estimates. This means a fur-
ther addition of E.1253. Then where is the
decrease of £5,9801I There is no decrease
whatever; there are merely transfers from
our department to another.
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The -Minister for Agriculture: I cani ex-
plumn that miatter.

Bion. W. C2. ANGWIX: I hope so. Now
let us take the Treasury, where the Premier
is in charge. The-Treasury shonws a decrease
of only a few hundred pounds. But let lion.
members realise that the Taxation Depart-
mieat has been strpek off the Treasury.
Were the ease otherwise, the Treasury Esti-
mates, instead of showing practically no in-
crease, Would shmon one of £E21,000.

The Premier: Interest on overdraft in-
stead of interest under special Acts.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: That has increased
a little, but not by £E21,000. I ant nut going
to say that because this £21,000 is saved to
Consolidated Revenue, it will save the tax-
payers, for I believe they will have to pay it
just the same through the Federal Depart-
mnent. The Health Department stows a de-
crease of £20,430, of which £19,000 comes
entirely from, the hospitals and the homes.
The Miiiister for Justice shows a decrease
for the first time.

The Premier: You cannot show a decrease
in the Education Vote with children increas-
ing in all directions.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister for
Justice shows a decrease of £4,081. It is
worth recording.

The Premier: You ought to be fair to
him. He could not do it on education.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Education is net
the only portfolio he has held. Last year
we had a general election, and also a local
option poll, neither of which will be repeated
this year. They cost mere than the £4,081
shown as a reduction, and so the Minister
for Justice could not well help himself. If
we had another election this year and another
local option poll, there would be an increase
there also. I ask, Is it not necessary that
-we should tell the officers of that department
that Parliament is not satisfied that they
should deal only with those who cannot help
themselves? It is true that the increases
bare been brought about by special boards.
That being so, instead of cutting out hos-
pitals and cutting down the cost of running
homes and supplying food and nourishment,
and dismissing poor old cleaning women, it
is the duty of the officers to see whether
they could not dispense with the services of
some who could obtain employment else-
where.

Mr. Pickering: Did you try to regulate
it that way when you were in office?

Bon. '%V. C. ANG-WIN,\: So great was the
prosperity of the State when we were in
office that there was sto necessity for cheese-
paring economy. After a close perusal of
the Estimates, I have tried to show members
where the reduction in expenditure has been
effected. Is it not time to see whether some
of the large spending departments working
on loan moneys should not also be carefully
scrutinised? Of all sections of the Estimates
which the Deputy Leader of the Country
Party should have dealt with, the Agricul-
tural Hank, the Industries Assistance Board

and the Soldier Sett leinient Scheme are the
most important. Yet wve had not one word
from him,, regmirding those sections. Officers
hti those departments ale increasing year by
year.

Mr. Latliam: Anti the muddle grows, too.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: Because the expen-

diture is met by the -farnner and by loan
funds, ]ittle or nothing is shown oti the Esti-
mates, and so the Dleputy Leader of the Couni-
try Party lets it go. I f there are any die-
partmeunts of State requiring looking into, it
is the departments I have nMentioned. They
hare an imnujeuIse army of clerks.

The Premier:- What doing?
Hon. W. C. ANGWI.. IN That is what 1

want to know.
Mr. Lathanm: 'Making jobs int the Terrace,
The Premier: Nonsense!
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There are hundreds

of men in those departments, and they are in-
creasing every year.

The Premier: And the business is increas-
ing every year.

Hoil, W. C. ANGIWIN: Why, the lion.
member said the other night that the business
of the Industries Assistance Board was de-
creasing! I hope ParlialLnC1nt Will not agree
to pass the Estimates- of the Agricultural
Bank until we get the annual report of that
institution, which we hare not had since 1918.
If that is at criterion of the way in which the
banik trustees are carrying out their work,
they stand fur condemnation.

The Premier: Yon must be fair. They have
seven millions of nmoney to manage.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:. The greater reason
why we should have their report. They are
the custodians of all that mnoney, placed at
their disposal by Par]liament, and the law
requaires them to furnish to the Minister
every year a report for presentation to Par-
liament. They have not presented a report
since 1918, I ask the member for North
Perth (Mr. Machalum Smith), a director of
the Western Australian Bank, whether he
would he satisfied without an annual report
from the manager of that bapk. We should
not vote money unless we have a report as
to its management. At the beginning of the
session the Premier promised that he would
lay the report on the Table. It is not hero
yet. Of eourse it may not be worth much
when it arrives, for it may be found that
everything is all right; but until we see the
report we cannot be sure of that. It is a
disgrace to the trustees of the bank, and
Ministers eountennncing such neglect have no
right to continue in office.

Mr. J. Thomson: Why did you vote against
the motion for the -return dealing with the
railways?

Hon. W, C. AINOWIN: Because that re-
turn would have been misleading.

Mrs. Cowan: Would this report be cor-
rect?

Iron. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes, because in the
Agricultural Bank they keep) an account for
every customer. Yon asked for sectional re-
turns. We already have the report of the
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Commissioner of Railways, together with the
balance-sheet -complete, but we have not had
any report at all-from the Agricultural Bank
since 1918. We do not know whether in-
terest is being maintained, nor do we know
what money is being let out or kept in. If
the trustees would furnish us with a report
like that of the 'Railway IDepartmnent, we
would be satisfied. It is n scandal that this
should go on from year to year without a
serious protest.

Mr, Pickering: Move the Adjournment.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I can not, slnte I

have spoken. The hon. member can do that.
I hope the Premier wvill see into this griev-
ance.

The Premier: I told them the report was
wanted. It takes a little time.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: A little time!
They have had since 1918. Is it any wonder
that t'he people are dissatisfied with us when
we allow a thing like this to continue? We
have here a report of the Industries Assist-
ance Board, hut we cannot get one from the
Agricultural Bank. I hope members will not
pass the Estimates of the Agricultural Bank
until that report is here. The clear duty of
the Premier is to Suspend the trustees of the
bank immediately.

Mr. Angelo: You would then hove a roin on
tho bank.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIX: If I were Premier
the trustees would have gone out long before
this if they refused to give me a report. No
bank manager in Western Anstraila. could-
hold his position for five minutes if he neg-
jected to submit a report to his directors.

Mr. Angelo: Bank managers are given a
week in which to provide a report.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: We have waited
for three years. The position should be
immediately rectified. I am not goiug to deal
to-night with the State Trading Concerns.

Mr. Pickering: We will do that.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: Because, noG matter

what truthful statements are made in regard
to those concerns, there are many people -who
want to bury them. One association, anxious
to bury them, has for its president a maker
of tombstones, and naturally lie has an in-
clination towards burials in any shape or
form. The State Trading Concerns speak for
themselves.

M.Nr. Pickering: They do, indeed.
Hon. W, C, ANOWIN: The Estimates of

the trading concerns presented to us also
speak for themselves. Apart from the Wynd-
hamn MIeat Works they are all paying their
way.

Mr, Pickering-. On. paper.
lRon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, in cash. And

the Estimates show that last year, after pay-
ing interest, sinking fund and depreciation,
they contributed £8S,000 to Consolidated Rev-
enue. That is niore than any private institution
in Western Australia has done. I was amused
to-night to hear the remarks of the member
for IHatanning on the question of the water
supply. He asked why the Railway Depart-
ment should have been compelled to pay for

water they did not want. One of the reasons
is that the golddields water supply is supplying
the agricultural districts with water at eon-
sideraby less cost than it takes to get it
there.

'%r. 'McCallum: And less than the mines
are getting it at.

Ron. IV. C. ANGWI N:- That is one reason
why it is necessary to make provsion so that
the ]Railway departiucat should pay a fair
share of maintaining the cost of this scheme,
which was established very largely for the
benefit of the Railway department, Last
year that department only paid for the water
received, and this ran into considerably over
£20,000.

Mr. H3arrison : The farmers paid more
for their water than is represented in the
waste over the weir.

Hon. NV. C. AINOWIN: When the w-ater is
running over the weir, the farmers are not
in need of it. There are one or two, matters
in connection with the railway department
which require explanation. The Premier says
the railways are largely responsible for the
deficit. According to the estimates 26 new
appointmenits have been made in that depart-
ment during the year. Thepe are appoint-
ments of men who have been moved to higher
grades, and of necessity they appear specially
on the Estimates. This represents an in-
creasedj cost of £10,176.

The Premier: They were in the service be-
fore.

Hon. IV. C. ANOWIN: Prior to that time
they, were not graded and were not specially
mentioned on the Estimates. It is difficult
to ascertain the exact position of the rail-
ways and to find out what savings are esti-
niptedl for this year, and where increased
expenditure has occurred. Under the head-
ing Of Wages and salaries there is en in-
creased expenditure of £175,263. The Coin-
iissiouer of Railways expects that his stores
will be cuit dtown by £50,000 this year. We
arc voting the Commissioner of Railways
approximately two millions of money for ex-
penditure on these Estimates, but we have no
detailed information as to how the mioney
will he speat. We are also voting to educa-
tion half a millio]n of moniey, but have prac-
tically no information with regard to the
expenditure.

The Premier: Salaries take up a large pro-
portion of that.

Hon. W. C. A'NG-WTN: The Premier said
that owing to the strike on the railways therer
was a loss of £C153,000.

The Premier: That was the actual cash
loss.

Hon. W, C. ANOWIN_ : He says the rail-
way trike cost the State £Z153,000. This
means that the deficit would have been less
by that amount bad it not been for the strike.
If the railways had realised. this £153,000
they would have had an income of £3,978,000
for the year, but they only received £2,757,000,
If another strike takes place I hope the Gov-
cram cut will not be so anxious to start off
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with a totor service. That should be the
at resort. I do not believe in doing any-

thing that will extend any industrial dis-
turbance. Monger &, Co. tried to break the
strike, but in my, opinion they merely ex-
tended. it.

The Premier: The maotor service took food
to the people.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN. It did not prevent
the railway strike, but had the opposite
effect. I hope in future the first line of
action will be towards settling a disturbance
and not extending it. Those who were so
anxious to rush in and extend the trouble
should mind their own business. If it had
mot been for Monger & Co. the country
would not have been in the financial posi-
tion it is to-day.

The Mfinister for Mines: I do not admit
that at al.11

Hon. W. C. ANGWLN: They can talk and
blow about economy and tell the people here,
there, and everywhere to reduce this and re-
4duee that, but at the same time their hands
are in the Treasury coffers every week. The
member for Ketanning, as the mouthpiece
for that party, knows that quite well.

Mr. A. Thomson: I ask that the hon. mem-
her should withdraw the statement that I
am the mouthpiece of Mr. M1onger.

Hon. IV, C. ANGWIN: I never said any-
thing of the kind.

Mr. A. Thomson:- I ask that the state-
meat should be withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Katanning says that the lion. ineiber
stated he was the mouthpiece of Mr.
Monger, and asks that the statement should
be withdrawn.

Hon. W. C. ANO'WIN: I did not make
that remark, but if the lion. member says I
stated lie was the mouthpiece of Monger&
Co. I will withdraw the statement, if it will
satisfy him.

Mr, A. Thomson: It does Dot -worry me.
lRon. W. C. ANOWIN: So long as I have

been connected with the 'Labour Party, I
have never refitted statements made hy its
bhead.

Mr, A. Thomson:. You have to obey the
Brisbane conference.

Hon. W. C. ANGrWfl: I have not yet seen
the report, but in the meantime I endorse
what the Leader of the Opposition has said.

Mr. Teesdale: You will not do so when
you see the report.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are not
discussing the Brisbane conference.

Hon. W. C. ANXGWIN: Some people who
preach economy make no attempt to practice
it.

The Minister for M1ines:, Only for the
other fellow.

HOD. W. C, ANOWIN: My friend, who
is the head of the Country Party, advQcates
,economy.

Mr. Troy: Who is the head?
Hon. W. C. ANGYWIN: I am referring to

Mr. Monger. Whilst he advocated economy

at the conference, no matter what it might
cost, he was sending his representatives
throughout the country pointing out to the
farmers the amount the party had been able
to drag out of the Treasury through the Gov-
ermnent.

Mr. Harrison: How could they do that?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I gave some in-

stances of that the other night, when the
lion, member was not present. If the
Country Party carry out the dictates of
their leader they cannot preach economy.

Mr. Troy: They can preach it but do not
practise it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I challenge thme
Country Party to practise it. Will the
Leader of the Country Party in this Chant-
ber move that the Estimates be reduced by
10 per cent, on behalf of his party?

Mr. Latham:- He cannot do that while
you are speaking.

Hon. W. C. A.NGWTN: If he will do that
lie will get more support than he likes.
Such a suggestion is only put up to mislead
the people. If economies were practised in
the manner suggested by them, the people
they represent would be the greatest
sufferers. The member for Katanniug said
the Railway department was using too
much Collie coal, bnt the price for three tons
of Collie coal was equal to one ton of New-
castle coal. When he was speaking on this
subject he said nothing about the freight
on fertiliser of %d. per tot as against the
freight on firewood of 5d. per ton per mile.

The Premier: Firewood has the lowest
freight of the lot.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: The bon. member
also stated that the policy of the railways
was in the hands of the Government, and
that they were not controlled by the Com-
missioner. He did not say that a party in
this House, of which he is a member, con-
trolled the Government, and that therlefore
the policy in connection with the railways
was the policy that party dictated to the
Government.

Mr. Latbam: Is it worth while continuing
these bonuses that you speak of?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That depends on
whether the State can afford them or not.
It is not worth while giving these conces-
sions to farmers whilst other sections of
the community get none.

Mr. Latham: Even if it stops the in-
dustry.

HOn, W. 0. ANGWIN: It would not stop
the industry.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 ask lion. members
not to interrupt. They will have an
opportunity of refuting any statements
that may be made by the member for
North-East Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: My objection is to
those who Are getting benefits all the time
and who are eadeavoulriag to cut the
throats of those giving the benefits.

The Minister for Mlines: That is not correct.
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Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It is correct, and
it is a wrong policy to adopt.

The Minister for Mines: I say that the
people in the country expressed those
opinions, or desired them to be expressed
on their behalf.

Rlon. W. C. ANOWIN: I have said re-
peatedly that the people who have sent
certain representatives here would be dis-
gusted if they knew what was put uop on
their behalf in this House. I am referring
now to those who hold responsible posi-
tions, officials of the Primary Producers'
Association who go about belittling the
Government. When the Minister for Mtines
was a member of the Labour Party he
never minced matters if anyone acted in
this way. The hon. member cannot con-
tradict this. He knows well that he would
never have hesitated to tell them to go to
hell straight away.

The Minister for Mines.- I would do it
now.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIK: What the hon.
member would do now, I do not know. It
is unbecoming for a member of this House
to attack the Government in the manner
that we have listened to to-night, and it is
surprising to find, after such an attack,
that that member still retains his sent
behind the Government. When the present
Minister for Mines was at the head of the
Labour Party, I heard him on occasions
turn round to those of his supporters and
ask them to shift to the other side of the
House for having offered criticism not half
as strong as that which we have heard to-
night from the member for Katanning. The
present Minister for Mines said to them
straight out on those occasions, "We do
not want you." Other members can bear
me out in this.

Mr. A. Thomson: The Government have
a good defender in you to-night.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: They certainly
have not one in the hon. member. The
hon, member urges them not to take a
certain line of action; he tells them thai;
they are running the country to the dogs,
and that if the State is not bankrupt now
it soon will be. In fact, he declared in
practically so many words that the Premier
wus no longer fit to hold the position as
Leader of the Government, and not only
the Premier, but the Premier's colleagnes
as well. The hon. member condemned the
Government lock, stock and barrel. If my
Leader made a speech of that nature, there
would be a leading article in the next
morning's newspaper calling him every-
thing for daring to criticise the Govern-
ment in that way. Of course I do not blame
the member for Katanning because he is
obeying the dictates of the party of which
he is a member.

Mr. A. Thomson: That statement is not
correct.

Mr. Troy- Were yon speaking for your-
selfI

Mr. Angelo: He said he was speaking for
himself and not for the party.

Ron. W. C. ANGWtN: The time has
arrived when the Government should con-
sider the advisableness of providing an
adequate water supply for the metropolitan
area. We have it on reliable authority
that the water we now get from the bores
may give out at any time. In that event
there will be a serious shortage in the
metropolitan area. The Government should,
therefore, make a commencement in the
direction I have stated. Of course it will
take several years to complete the scheme,
but when a start is made I trust that an
expensive board will not be appointed to
carry on the work. We have costly boards
in many directions. Take, for instance, the
Fire Brigades Board. I notice that there is
a sum of nearly £10,000 provided on the Es-
timates and that is only one-fonrth of
what they spend annually. It is a consider-
able sum of money to spend to secure protec-
tion from fire in the umearopolitan area. I
consider it should be materially reduced.

The Minister for Mines: Throw them on
their own resources and they will reduce
it all right.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It means that the
people have to pay through the local
authority, and through fire insurance pre-
miums. If we appoint a board to control
the metropolitan water supply, I am afraid
that the costs will go on increasing.

The 'Minister for Mines: Stick a board
would be entirely different, because it would
be a trust, and it wrould have to live on its
own resources.

Ron. W. C. ANGWVIN: A water supply
board has never been asked for by the
people. A few local authorities met
together and decided that they would
ask for a board, but the question was
never submitted to the ratepayers in any,
shape or form. An adequate supply of water
for the metropolitan area is urgently needed
and as it will take many years to carry out
the scheme, an early commencement should be
made with it. There are other matters that
require attention in the metropolitan area,
and I trust that the finances will improve to
permit us borrowing at a reasonable rate of
interest so that we might carry these out. I
am disappointed with tho Estimates, for on
closely serutinising them, I find that nothing
has been done to curtail administrative costs,
and that 'reductions have been made entirely
against the weak, helpless and inflicted-
those Iwho cannot help themselves.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) (9.25]: The
Premier in his Budget foreshadowed in-
creased taxation. We have a Bill alrealy,
submitted giving us some new items in the
way of taxation, and when this Bill comes
before the House, it will be a much debated
measure. I suggest that the present would he
a good time to review the whole of our taxa-
tion measures. The Leader of the Opposition
last night pointed out that our taxation
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statutes were about 15 years old, and that
the incidence of the taxes although fair and
reasonable at the time those taxes were im-
posed, was now out of ,date, and cense-
quently unfair. Let me give an example of
the unfairness of one of the methods of taxa-
tion. We know, in connection with the
pastoral industry, that the increases of herds
at cattle stations is from 25 to 30 per cent.,
and that normal sales would represent 7%
per cent. Under the taxation system exist-
ing to-day, every calf has to be allowed for
at the rate of £2 5s. As only a third of the
calves that are dropped are sold, that is the
sales being only 714 per cent, as against 25
per cent., it means that the pastoralist will be
taxed at the rate of £7 for every calf that
is born. At the present timo we know that
pastoralists are not getting £2 a head net
for their cattle. Take sheep. The average
charged for every lamb born is Ss. At the
present time owners are not getting in many
instances more than from 3s. to 5s. a bead
for their sheep. What is to be the affect
if the present taxation continues? Tt means
that there will be 110 increase in number of
cattle stations and no increase in sheep. The
pastoralists, looking at it from a business
point of view, will take steps not to have
their herds increased and that will affect the
pastoral industry disastrously. The Govern-
ment, are preaching produce, produce, bitt if
taxation is to continue on the lines I have
indicated, the Government will 56e disap-
pointed at the result so far as the increase
in the herds is concerned. There are many
other instances where taxation measures
which were equitable and fair some years
ago are unfair to-day. Therefore, I sug-
gest to the Premier that we should consider
taxation generally and review the wshole posi-
tion carefully.

The Premier: Wipe out the whole lot.
Mr. ANGELO: No. I recognise that we

must have taxation, but the existing mae.-
sibres are unfair and should be revised.
Western Australia has suffered owing to her
abundance of meat supplies. There are to-
day tens of thousands of fat sheep and
cattle in this State for which no market can
he obtained. The trouble regarding the
meat business at the present juncture is that
the industry is largely under the control of
the British Government. In England at the
present time all the cool storage space is
filled. There is a tremendous quantity of
canned meat held. It is impossible to ex-
pect England to take any more of our meat
until these stocks are disposed of. It ap-
pears to me that they are holding those
stocks in order to make a profit and to save
themselves from any loss. At the sme time
we have this abundance of meat to contend
with in Western Australia. Stations in
Western Australia require a considerable
amount of fencing wire, barbed wire and
netting, and many other things for use on
the pastoral holdings. I would suggest that
the Premier should discuss at the forth-
coming Premiers' conference the question of

maksing some arrangements to dispose of our
surplus meat in order to obtain these neces-
sary goods and so enable the requirements
of the pastoral industry regarding wire
and netting to be satisfied. It is the
practice in connection with station proper-
ties to re-fence portions of the pro-
perty each year and thus in time com-
plete the renewal, but the position, owing
to tbe war, has been that the renewing
of old fences has not been carried on, and it
-will shortly become necessary to renew the
whole of the old fencing. If we cannot
dispose of our meat for cash, it may be pos-
sible to dispose of it by means of exchange
for goods. We are told in the Press that it
is impossible to sell meat to Germany be-
cause Germany has no money with which to
pay for our commodities.

.\r. Troy interjected.
.Mr. ANGELO: The member for Mt. Mag-

net suqygests it would be disloyal to send
meat to Germany. That is an exploded idea.
We knowi that Germany has to pay a large
amount of money to Great Britain.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen : Germany bought our
wheat.

Mr. ANGELO: Quite so. If they cannot pay
for our meat, can we not arrange some method
of exchange between Germany and Western.
Australia?7

Mr. O'Loghlen: The P'rime Minister's words
ring in our ears:" Never again."

Mr. Latham: It was good propaganda.
Mr. ANGELO: How can we help to relieve

the position except by an. exchange of goods ?
Mr. 'Macilum Smith: flow much have we

to get from Germany ?
Mr. ANGELO0: I forget the figures, but Great

Britain and Austr-alia have to receive a tre-.
meandous sum from Germany, and I think the

betwa old be to arrange some system of

exchan-ge with Germany so as to enable us to
place or meat with that country and receive
in turn some of those stocks which are so neces-
sary in connection with the pastoral and other
primary industries. We could receive in exchange
fencing wire, barbed wire, netting, explosives,
cyanide, and many other things required for
station properties. Prior to the war, we paid
£C10 a ton for fencing wire ; it now costs £40 a
ton.

Mr. Tiny: The Prime Minister will take
exception to your remarks and he will make a
speech before the National Party's conference.

Mr. ANGELO: At the present time *the
value of the mark stands at 735 to the pound
sterling, whereas before the war it was about 25
to the pound sterling. In view of this position,
members can seei how greatly the exchange
position is in favour of Australian traders.
People sly: "Why should we not buy the wire
and other requirements from America ?" There
the exchange is' 25 per cent, against us as com-
pared with pro-war conditions. The dollar
stands at 3.90 now as against 4.85 before the
war. It will be seen that difficulties confront
the pastoral industry in the disposal of its pro-
ducts and in procuring necessary supplies. As we
hae" more meat than we can use, why shouid
we not embark upon a trade which will enable
us to secure things nccessary for the expansion
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and ipoeent of our pastoral lands? If
such a=chm as I refer to were adopted, the
Fremantle Meat Works, the Carnarvon Meat
Works and the Wyndham Meat Works could
commence operations straight away, because
the exchange of goods suggested would relieve
the position at Home and enable us to export
meat to England to recoup their stocks. I
believe something could come from the sug-
gestion I have advanced. If it could be brought
about and these requirements for the pastoral
holdings could be procured, there would be no
unemployment in Western Australia, because
the necessary improvementi on the stations
would necessitate the employment of. great
numbers of men in putting up fencing, etc.
Reference was made to the development of
the North-West daring the course of the Budget
Speech, but I must confess that I was rather
disappointed with the Premier's statements
in that connection, * We know that the Budget
Speech is probably the most important utterance
delivered during a session of Parliament. It is
published far and wide and its contents are
regarded as showing the trend of the policy of
the Government. The Premier told us that a
North-West Department had been established
and a staff appointed. He explained the reason
for thea establishment of the department in the
following words :-" What we propose to do is
to get enough men there to produce for the
requirements of Western Australia." That in
my opinion is not by any means the chief reason
for the development of the North. The necessity
for the immediate development of the north is
a far more important one than the mere growing
of what we may require in Western Australia.
It is not a North-West matter nor is it a Statc
matter. It is an Imperial problem. We all
know that in close proximity to the North-West
is the teeming East. As one writer said the
other day, one can almost smell the East on
the spice-laden breezes that conic down from
the North.

Mr. O'toghlen: The breezes will not do us
much harm.

Mr. ANGELO: It is riot the breeze, however,
that we have to fear. I was told by a man who
was recently in the North-West that when he
was out on a lugger he counted no fewer than
between 30 and 40) Malay prows engaged in
catching dugong along our coast. That shows
how close these foreign people really are to
Western Australia when their little fishing
boats can come down andl operate along our
coast and ship their catches back to the Dutch
islands under our very noses. Every year this
menace, which is so close to our shores, is in-
creasing. Within a. week's sail of our northern
shores there are a thousand million coloured

P e O'Loghlen: Will not the Washington
conference settle that problem:

Mr. ANGELO: No!
Mr. O'Loghlen: Why notY
M1r. ANGELO: I do not think the Washington

conference will have any effect on this matter
whatever, unless we help ourselves. We must
help ourselves. This danger is becoming more
serious each year, for the people I refer to a
increasing at the rate of five million souls per
anan, a figure equal to the whole of the popula-
tion of Australia. We are told by British military

experts that when the next war takes place the-
storm centre. will be, not in the Atlantic, but in
the Pacific. The strength of a chain is its.
weakent link , and from Geraldion to Darwin we
have the weakest link in the defence not only
of Australia but of the whole Empire. We have-
only 5,000 people along a coastline nearly
3,000 miles in extent. We are proud of our white
Australia policy, but what will be the use of-
that policy, unless we are able to do something
to defend and maintain it ?

Mr. O'Loghlen:- What do the Government
propose to do about it ?

Mr. ANGELO:- Although I have pointed
out this matter every year since I have been in
the House, I emphasise that I am not by any
means alone in recognising this menace. Lord-
Jellicoe, when he was here, wa careful regarding
his utterances in public. It is well known,
however, that at a semi-private function he
spoke his mind.

r. O'Loghlen: Northcliffe said something
similar.

Mr. ANGELO: Lord Jellicoo made no secret
of the danger and pointed out this menace that
is so close to our shores in the northern parts-
of Australia. General Birdwood also told the
people of Australia what he -thought.

Mr. Troy: ;So did Billy Hughes.
Mr. ANGELO: I will read a few sentenoes

from a recent speech by the Prime Minister,
31r. Hughes. He said:

The war and the Panama canal have shiftied
the stage upon which the great world-drama.
is to be played. In the future it will be in
the Pacific. The American navy is now in
these waters Peace in the Pacific means
peace for the Empire and for the world.
Mr. O'Loghlen: Yet some people object to

America securing an interest in Australia.
Mr. ANGELO : Lord Northcliffe, in the course

of an interview with a Sydney paper, said:
Australians do not seem properly awake

to the fact that they live in an age which has
lately proved itself to be not distinguished
by respect for international rights. To-day
moral right to territory is in itself no right
at all. Moral right must be based on capacity
in arms. Among people of relatively equal
individual fighting strength capacity in arms
is measured by numbers, and by this standard
Australia's present position and her immediate
future are precarious.

later on, he said:-
You may, perhaps, if you proceed wisely
and quickly and unselfishly, keep war for
ever beyond your shores.

.%r. OtLoghien : 'Most Prophets are alarmists.
Mfr. Troy: Who is going to attack us ?
M1r. ANGELO: Does the hon. member think

that these great experts in military, naval, and
diplomatic matters would sound warnings such
as these if they did not expect something to
happen?7

M3r. Marshall: The last war was to cad all
wars. Now you have a different argument
altogether.

Mr. ANGELO:. The last war has altered
affairs completely. It has increased the re-
sponsibility of Australian public leaders.

Mnr Marshall: Why do not you stick to the
ons thing ?
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Mr. ANGELO. The time has come when the
Government must say whether they are going to
develop the North in a serious way. A paltry
vote out of revenue or the expenditure of a few
thousand out of loan funds wifl not be sufficient.
They should say whether they intend to take
the matter in hand seriously. They must de-
velop the North or get out of it.

Mr, O'Logblen : Are you a member of the
Northern Development League ?

Mr, ANGELO : Certainly.
Mr. Marshall:- With big interests at stake.
Mr. ANGELO:. Unfortunately I have very

snail interests at stake. As an old West Aus-
tralian I would certainly Like to see Western
Australia retain its greatest asset, but if the
Government will not proceed more speedily to
develop the North-West, the time has come
when they should allow it to be developed as a
separate State.

Mr. Troy: Hear, Hear! It is too big for one
State.

Mr, ANGELO : The Premier should make
some announcement, and now is a good oppor.
tunity to do so. This is the feeling of a great
many West Australians, because of the menace
that confronts us.

The Minister for Agriculture:- The Federal
Government should do that. We have put you
up to prepare our case.

Mr. ANGELO : It is time the Government
said whether they are capable. and willing to
do this job or whether they are ready to hand it
over to someone else. They have a responsi-
bility to the Empire which they do not seem
to realise. If they have not the money and cannot
do it, the sooner they make the announcement
and let the people of the North-West apply to
become a separate State so that they can borrow
the money to develop it as it should be de-
veloped, the better it will be. We will not be
safe unless within the next five years we get
apopulation of at least 50,000 people in the
North-West, whereas at the present time we

have only 6,000. To make this rapid develop-
ment we want good communication by water,
we want railways inland from the various ports,
and closer settlement must be encouraged in
every way.

Mr. Marshall: You will have Brearley flying
up there presently.

Mir. ANGELO : It would be impossible to
take 50,000 people up theme in an aeroplane. I
expect the Federal Government will reply,

LoI.ok at what we have done; we have given
you an aerial service." But the people of the
North-West never asked for it.

Mr. Teesdale:- A scandalous waste of money;
never asked for it, did not want it, would sooner
have had telephones.

Mr. Marshall :You want it for national
defence.

Mr. ANGELO: I implore the Governmenlt to
make public their intentions. It is an absolute
necessity from an Empire point of view that
the North-West be populated.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If you can induce your party
to gie an ultimnatumn, it will be done.

Mr ANGELO: Effective occupation is the
only title to that territory. It must be effectively
occupied.

Mr. McCallum. What, does Monger say about
it?7

Mr. ANGELO -I do not know that I have
ever discussed. the matter with him, but I am
certain he would see it in the same light and
would endorse probably all I have said.

Mr. Troy: How will closer settlement be
brought about!? There are a lot of excuses for
not doing it.

Mr. ANGELO:- I believe a good living can be
made in the North-West on from 10 to 15 acres
under irrigation, but it is impossible to make
a decent living under present pastoral con-
ditions on less than 100,000 acres.

Mr. Marshall: Are you in favour of the
resumption of big Leases ?

Mr. ANGELO:. No, that would be repudia-
tion. I have said again and again that if these
big stations can be purchased at anything like
a reasonable figure, they should be cut into
smaller areas. There are stations being sold
every day. If the Government intend to go in
for closer settlement in that direction, why not
purchase these and cut them up ?

M r. Mafrshall: Why purchase ? Why not
resume them ? They were taken up under
conditions rendering them liable to be resumed.

Mr. ANGELO : I amt afraid the principles
of the hon. member do not accord with mine.

Mr. Mfarshall: Pastoralists took them up
knowing the leases were liable to be resumed
under the Land Act.

M1r. Pickering: But resumed under certain
conditions.

Mr. Marshall: Still they can he resumed.
Mr. ANGELO: I am opposed to repudiation

of any kind. If the Government intend to make
a serious attempt to develop the No-West.
they cannot do it by votes out of revenue. I
am as keen as anyone for economy. I believe
in it.

Mr. Pickering:- Still it does not apply to the
North-West,

31r. ANGELO; This is no parochial matter.
Mfy electors and ther electors of Roebourne would
probahly be better pleased if they were left on
their own.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The resident magistrate cer-
tainly would be.

Mr. ANGELO:- We are sent into this Parli-
mecnt to look after the interests of this State,
and I must think beyond the claims of my own
electors. When we realise the menace which
has existed for years and which is becoming morn
serious every day, it is time to look to the interests
of the State, the Common wealth, and the Empire
to which we belong.

Mr. O'Loghlen : The Government have ap-
pointed a Commussioner for the North-West.

Mr. ANGELO:- What is the good of that!
Mr O'Loghlen : No good!?
Mr. AXGELO : I do niot wish to be misunder-

stood. To have a&Minister, a Commissioner, and
a staff of two or three at a cost of a coup~le of
thousand pounds will be useless for develoing
the North-West, without money and plenty of
it.

Mr. Troy -: Who is tMa Minister ?
-Ifr. ANGELO: The Minister for Education.
11r. Troy: He does not know the North-

West.I
Mr. ANGELO: If the Governmcnt intend to

take the development of the North. seriously in.
hand, they must do it by way of n specinl loan.
Iff they went to the Commonwealth Govemnmen
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or to the British Government and explained
that they wished to develop the North in the
interests of defence for the Commonwealth and
the Empire, and not particularly for the State,
I feel sure that they would get the necessary
money at a very low rate of interest, if indeed
any interest at all was charged. The case should
be put before the Premiers' conference by our
Premier and he should discuss it with the Prime
Mlinikter. Frverybody is impressing upon us
the importance of this matter. Here is a sug-
gestion nbieh might result in geod. The"Mogn-
ing Post," a London paper, is publishing a
series of articles advocating a more even distribu-
tion of the Empire's while population. Accord-
ing to the Press reports this is being done with
an eye to defence, especially of is~olated places
such as the North-West. We all know that the
British En pire spent huge sums of money an
Gibraltar and Aden, not for the purpose of
producticn, hut merely for defence purposes.

Mr. IcCllum : To get rid of the unemrployed
in England.

Mr. ANGELO: Well, let them send some
of their unemployed here to be settled in the
North-West. If they spent money in populating
the North, they would be achieving their object
from a defence point of view a well as bringing
about considerable production. The Premier
said the people in the North-West must be
assisted and encouraged to grow bananas, pine-
apples and peanuts. The Premier must have
heard that popular song at the Shaftesbury
Theatre which ends with the words--" car-barges,
car-beans, and car-rots." I trust that is not his
idea of what the North-West can produce. I
would like to tell the Premier some of the things
we can produce.

The Premier: I want you to produce them;
I do not want to hear about them.

Mr. ANGELO: How can the people produce
them when there is no land available ?

The Premier:- There are two million acres.
Mr. ANGELO : But it has to be surveyed

and cut up, and some assistance must be granted
in the way of instruction, advice, and direction.
In the South-West there are attached to the
Department of Agriculture about 20 experts
whose duty it is to instruct the people what to
produce ; and the Government suggest giving
us one inspector to do the whole of the vast
Nort h-West! I have spent something like
£5,004 without any knowledge as to how to
spi nd it. M uch money has been lost, certainly,
but if I had had instruction and advke as to
how to grow things, I feel sure that the enterprise
would have resultcd in a big profit. To mention
some of our difficulties. We might keep our
o-wn paidens and orchards clean, and neijlhbours,
possibly Chinamen, might not take the same
tiouble. There is no one to compel them to do
so or to instruct them what they should do,
and the consequence is that pests which formerly
were unkrnown in the North have spread all over
the place. We do not know how to get rid
of them, but if mae bad an inspector or an advise;,
he might be able to suggest methods to cope
with these pests. The pests attack vegetables,
fruit, and everything else. I shall not take up
the time of the Committee by reading out a list
of all the things 'we can grow in the North ;
but there is hardly a fruit grown in the South,
except apples and pears, but can be produced in

the North, besides any number of other fruits
which cannot be grown here. There are one or
two aspects of the matter we ought to know
a little more about. With respect to citrus
fruits--oranges, mandarines, lemons, and so
forth-Mr. Despeissis says in his report-

Some of the finest oranges I have seen and
tasted are grown on the Wooramel, the Gas-
coyne, the Minilya, and the Derby. Some
specimens sent to the Agricultural Depart-
ment from the Gascoyne on being exhibited
in, Perth attracted a great deal of attention
for their size and colour. Nowhere in Western
Australia, probably, is a larger area of deep,
rich, typical orange laud found than along the
northern coast.

We all know that in many southern portions of
the State oranges do not do too well, owing to
the soil being too shallow. But in the north
we have 18fT. of soil, and I believe that some
day the Gascoyne will be the orangery of Western
Australia, With regard to grapes one well
known authority says--

A visit to the gardens along the Gascoyne
in the early summer would convince the most
sceptical that the grapevine flourishes in the
district. I picked at Carnarvon on the 20th
December some ripe Muscat of Frontignanr
(Constantia), which I brought back with me
and showed on Christmas Eve. The same
variety ripened its fruit on the Swan on the
22nd Janaury. As a rule grapes ripen on the
Gascoyne three to five weeks earlier than in
Perth.

The same authority says that the time will
come when there will be a tremendous export
of grapes from the Cescoyne to Java and Singa-
pore, and also to the south here doting the earlier
part of the season.

Air. Mfarshall: How much land is available
for selection on the Gascoyne ?

Mr. ANGELO:- Only about 30,000 square
miles! Mr Moody, the late Fruit Industries
Commissioner, went up there to settle 250,00()
people.

Mr. Marshall: Where is Mr. Moody now?
Mr. ANGELO: He has gone to a very good

position in tho Eastern States.
Mr. Marshall: Was that why he got the sack

here ?
Mr. ANGELO: I have here a long article on

cotton growing, which I do not intind to read.
However, it states that cotton can he grown
very profitably in the Worth. With regard to
rice one expert writes--

This crop should become for the Tropical
North what wheat now is for the southern
portion of Australia.

According to the last issue of the " Statistical
Abstract " Western Australia during the 12
maonths ended on the 30th June of this year
imported goads to the -value of £3,715,000, all of
wahich could be produced in the North.

Mr. Machalum Smith:- Why did not you do
it ?

Mr. ANGELO: Because we had not the
necessary Government assistance. All we want
is Government supervision, and facilitie for
transport.

Mr. Teesdale : And Government money.
Mr. ANGE LO:- We are not too much in

need of Government money. The time has come
when the Government must declare definitely



[19 Oc'roER, 1921.] 1353

whether they are going to develop the North, or
whether they recognise that that is impossible
'with our limited population and our limited
means ; whether they endosre what the member
for 31t. Magnet (Mr. Troy) has said, what the
Minister for Mines said last session, and what the
Minister for Works said to me only the other
day. The last named expressed himself as
follows :-" We cannot do it ;the sooner the
North becomes a separate State, the betttr."
I do not know what the Premier thinks on the
subject. He can get the people to settle in the
North if he spends money there to provide
transport and outs up the necessary land. In
floating the necessary loan either from British
capitalists or even the British Government,
the Premier would do well to point out that the
project is an Imperial one, and that therefore
the necessary foods should be lent at the cheaes
rate. People can be attracted to the North
it one goes the right way about it. How is it
possible to settle people there unless some place is
prepared for thorn to go to? For years we have
been asking the Government to cut up some of
the agricultural lands on the Gascoyne. A
scheme is wanted for the damming back of the
river and the creating of an irrigation farm.
Similar requests have been madet by the member
for Boehourne (Mr. Teesdale) for settlement
further North. There is an ideal site for an
irrigation settlement on the Millstream, which
would irrigate sufficient land to settle 3,000
or 4,000 people. Again, in the Kimberleys
then are numerous places where closer settle-
ments could he established. With regard to
the M~illstream proposal, let mec point out that
Western Australia is importing canned fruits
from Mildura and from California. At Mildura
the price of land is now about £300 per acre.
Here, land can be obtained for practically nothing.
Thus there is a handicap of £6,000 in favour of
the settler in Western Australia as regards
a 20-cre block. I felt a sense of disappoint-
ment upon reading that paragraph in the Pre-
mier's Budget Speech which deals with the
North. I had looked for the declaration of a
bold policy of development in the North, having
regard to the menace from the Far East. How-
ever, I see the proposal is step by step develop-
ment, which will not increase our population
by more than 1,000 a year, whereas the North
wants 10,000 people per year at least for the
next five years nad greater increase later. I
hope the Premier and his Ministers will give this
matter serious consideration, and as soon as
possible make an announcement whether they
will actively develop the North or leave the
matter to be done by a separate State.

Progress reported.1

RILL-ARCRITECTS.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 13th October.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10-14): With
regard to this Bill I had implicit faith that the
member for North-East Fremantle (Ron. W. C.
Angwin), who obtained the adjournment, would
reume the debate. We have recently dealt
with one or two measures of a somewhat similar
character to this: the Auctioneers Bill and the

Land Agents Billare cases in point. By passing the
Auctioneers Bill we have established a precedent
for the registration of various bodies in this
State. Recognising that it is in the interests of
the public to have a registration board for
auctioneers and land agents, we must acknowledge
that it is of much more importance that we
should have a registration board for the members
Of a profession such as architecture. Archi-
tecture has been fittingly described as the oldest
profession in tbe world. It is a profession calling
for considerable study and training. It has been
frequently said in this Chamber that the health
of the community should be studied in every
conceivable way.

Mr. Troy drew attention to the state of the
House; bells rung and a quorum formed.

Air. PICKERING: When the measure was
introduced last session it evoked considerable
opposition. It is only fair that members who
will have to vote on this important measure
should at least hear the arguments I have to
adduce in support of it.

Mr. Macallum Smith: Did you introduce
the Bill ?

Mr. PICKERING: The- hon. member has a
keen sense of humour, which he shows on every
occasion. If the bon. member Paid that at-
tention to his duties as a member of Parliament
which I endeavour to pay to mine, he would
know who introduced the measure, and it would
not be necessary for him to ask me if I were
responsible for it. I am keenly interested in
the Bill, and I regret that the member for
Isorth-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) has
not afforded me an opportunity for replying to
any criticism he may have to make upon it. The
architects have honestly endeavoured to see that
the measure as nearly as possible approximates
the wishes which hon. members expressed last
session. The criticism indulged in by the " West
Australian " should embolden the Government to
proceed with the measure, inasmuch as the only
real objection taken to the measure was aimed
at the clause empowering the architects' board
to issue summonses for witnesses and take evi-
dence on oath. When I was requested to meet
the architects in conference, we went very carm
fully through the whole Bill with the idea of
meeting the wishes expressed by bon. members
last session. The architects did not insist upon
the retention of the clause empowering the board
to summon witnesses and take evidence on oath,
but when the question was submitted to the
Parliamentary flraughtsman he expressed the
opinion that the clause should be retained. I
can assure hon. members that if they think that
provision inimical, the architects will meet them
on any reasonable basis. The main object of
the Bill is to gie registration to architects. Con-
sidering the vital importance of buildings to the
community, it is essential that the men en-
trusted with the construction of various edilces
should be fully qualmied. It in essential also
that no injustice should be done to any architects
at present practising, and therefore it is provided
in the Bill that anybody who has been practising
as an architect for twelve months prior to the
passing of the measure shall be entitled to re-

gistration. The Bill provides for the formation
of a provi sional board to deal with registration
until the appointment of the permanent board,
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it provides also for the appointment of the
necessary registra;, and it sets out that, after
the passing of the Act, every architect shall be
properly qualified before he can secure regis-
tration. The system of education contemplated
is of a, most liberal nature, placing as few obstacles
as possible in the way of those desirous of be-
coming architects, so long as they can prove
themselves to be fully qualified in that capacity.
The Bill does not seek to prevent anybody from
designing his own building. What it does say
is that in future no unqualified person shell1
describe himself as an architect. Anybody who
recognises the vast amount of work and re-
sponsibility required of an architect will agree
that a proper system of education is essential.
As an architect of many years' standing, I realise
that the qualities required in an architect are
very diverse and not frequently found in any
one person. An architect requires an artistic
temperament, a good working knowledge of
mathematics, a close acquaintance with business
principles, and a thorough practical knowledge of
the work he has to supervise. It is difficult to
find in any one man those various qualities. It
is almost superfluous to say that, in the life of
every individual, thA architect is of considerable
importance. Prom infancy to death he follows
our destinies. He provides our homes, our
schools, our training colleges, oar churches, our
legislative halls and our factories. It will be
admitted that I am not drawing the bow of
imagination when I say it is essential that pro-
perly qualified men should be available when it
is desired to employ an architect, This measure
is due to the general community, I do not

rete nd that it is not desired by the architects,
.tIbelieve it is necessary also to afford pro-

tection to the public. I do not think I need
depart fronm the advice tendered to me by the
Premier on more than one occasion, namely
that if one desires the successful passage of a
measure, the less one says about it the better.
I regret veymuch that I should have been
forced to Mk my speech to-night, because I
cannot possibly anticipate the objections that
may be voiced by hon. members. I can only hope
to have in Committee an opportunity for an-
swering both queries and objections. Although
I have to thank the Minister for Works for the
generous manner in which he moved the second
reading, I cannot expect that be should have the
same familiar acquaintance iwith architecture
as I have. I can only express the 'hope that
hon. members will give careful consideration to
the Bill. If I can throw any light on any of
the clauses, I trust I shall he given an opportunity
for so doing. I hope a more generous feeling
will be evidenced towards the Bill this time
than was shown last session. I do not think
there will be found in the Bill much to which
exception can be taken. In Committee hort.
members will be able to make such adjustments
as will be satisfactory to them and to those who
desire the passing of the measure.

Ron- W. 0. ANO WIN (North-Eiat Fremantle)
[10-301. 1 did not anticipate that the Bill

wuld be dealt with to-night. I have read it
through very carefully. There is a considerable
difference between this Bill and that which
wasintroduced last session, The majority of

the obnoxious provisions contained in the former

Bill are excised from this one. It is very
different from some other measures we have
had placed before us dealing with questions of
registration. There will he no expense whatever
to the Government. There are one or two
matters which I intend to deal with in Committee.
The hoard, for instance, is to be given all the
powers of a law court in regard to issuing sum-
monses and making it compulsory for the people
to obey such summons. I do not think that
power should be placed in the hands of the board.
Some slight alterations wilt have to be made
with respect to persons being trained in any
college, school, or educational institution. The
clause in question provides that this privilege
is only extended for a period of five years, and
that after that time no person so trained can be
qualified to become a registered architect.
Application must be made within five yeare
after the commencement of the Act. The
limitation should be struck out. I object to
the clause which deals with the question of the,-
approval of the board in connection with candi-
dates. A -proper system of examination should
be set up and the standard fixed by the board.

Mr. Pickering:- That will be done.
Hon. W. C ANOWIN . The clause doss not

say so. No matter where candidates for registra-
tion receive their education, so long as they pass
the necessary examination they should be en-
titled to register. It should not be left to mem-
bers of the board -to refuse registration because
a person has not been trained in an architect's
office. There are many youths who are engaged
in the building trade and who have attended
technical schools in order to become proficient
architects. Not only have they a theoretical
knowledge of their wvork, but a practical know-
ledge of it because of their employment. They
may turn out to be better architects than those
who have served for a number of years in
an architect's office. This limitation should be
struck out, as should also be struck out the words
" approved by the board." Any person who
has been practisitg s an architect for 12 months
prior to the passin of t he Act, can, it is true,
be registered, but what will be the position of the
qualified man who has been acting as assistant
in an architect's office?

Mr. Pickering:- That is provided for.
Hon. W. C. AXGWEN: He must have had

at least seven years' experience before he can
be registered. Many such men draw all the
plans, get out all the estimates, and make all the
preparations for the erection of buildings They
thoroughly understand their work ; theyV have
never practised as architects, but only as assistant
architects. In relation to engineers, there should
also be an improvement in the Bill. It is true
the measure provides this time for the registra-
tion of engineers as architects. 'Many engineers
have been t rained as architects in connection with
that profession, and have put up some of our
largest buildings. There is a provision whereby
an engineer with three years' experience can be
registered, but he must mnake application within
12 months after the passing of the Act. After
that period no engineer can be registered. I
am pleased that the board are not to make it com-
pulsory for training to take place in any par-
ticular architect'i office. if a person is qualified
he can be registered. I do not think any member
desires that the hoard should not have power

135 4
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to deal with unprofessional conduct, but the
Bill goes further than that. Non-professional
conduct means wilfully disobeying t)iereuain
or orders issued by tebad h or a
increase the rates of remuneration to such an
extent that some architects may think they are
too high. If they refuse to carry out the instruc-
tions of the board, they may be accused of nont-
compliance with the laws of the board, and no
matter what they may feel, action can be taken
on a summons. They would be brought before
the board and this board would condemn them
for not carrying out orders. The report of the
board would be placed before the Supreme
Court, and it would be taken as evidence of the
facts of the case. The clause dealing with the
matter does not say whether the person so charged
can defend himself at the Supreme Court, or
whether the court has to decide on the evidence
placed before the board. If the Supreme Court
decides against the architect, his name is removed
from the register and he cannot practise, and
so loses his means of livelihood. That is a
severe punishment for a man who may be doing
what he believes to be right in the interests of
the public. It is true that no person can he
stopped from drawing plans for remuneration,
as was provided in the former Bill. He may
not pose as an architect, but if he is a contractor
or has a knowledge of the work, he can charge
for drawing plans anid doing similar work. I
look upon the Bill as a fair one, which opens
the door to everyone who can qualify to practise
in the profession. There is an error in the
schedule dealing with the question of a quorum.
The clause speaks of six members of the board
being necessary and the schedule of only five.
That is a matter of amendment at a later stage.
I have no objection to the second reading of the
Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee:
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for

Mines in charge of the Bill
Clauses 1 to 10-agreed to.
Clause 11-Effect of summons by the beard:
Mr. A. THOMSON . This clause gives drastic

powers to the board, and requires some explana-
tion from the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:- In order
that Clause 10 may be made effective, it is neces-
sary that the board should have power to call
witnesses by summons, otherwise they may
refuse to appear to give evidence on oath. .

Ron. W, C. ANGOWIN:. Many witnesses
appear before boards in response to invitations
by letter to do so, and they give evidence on
oath. As a matter of fact 90 per cent. of the
witnesses who give evidence before select corn-
mrittees attend in this way.

Mr. A. Thomson: It seems a drastic power
to give to a board.

Hon. W. C. ANGWN : The penalty also
is so drastic that such a power should only be

give to the Supreme Court. There is no objec-
tionto the board holding an inquiry, but if
they find that a person has been guilty of un-
professional conduct they should bring that
person before the court, and it should then be

for the court to say whether that person should
be debarred from pri~ctising the profession of an
architect.

The Minister for Mines: A person making
charges should make them on oath

Hon. W. C2 AWOWIN:- Is it proposed to
vest this board with all the powers possessed by
the Supreme Court ?

Mr. Pickering: The Legal Practitioners Act
contains practically the same clause.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I hope the clause
will be struck out.

Progress reported.

Homse e4ossrnd at 10-65 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.nm., and read prayers.

PAPER-MLIXISTERIAt IN VITATION
TO VISIT STRAITS SETTLE-MENTS.
The -MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H-. P. C ebth-a): As requested by
'Mr. Sanclerson yesterday, I desire to lay on
the Table of the Houise a copy of the in-
vitation to visit the Straits Settlemnts re-
ceived by the Minister for M~ies (Ron. .
Seaddan) from the Straits Settlements Gov-
(ci nineilt.

BILL-PERTH HEBREW (ONGRE-
O AT ION LANDS.

Introdluced by the 'Minister for Education
and read a first time.

BILLS (2)-THRtD READING.

1, Supply Bill (No. 3), £1,047,000.
2. Nor thn 'Municipal Ice Works.

Passed.
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